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Ocwithſtanding : that this 


1} Y.. cntuing Treatiſe hach nog. 
been deſigned by rhe Author for. Y 
public View, yet ſom Friends of _: 
his, unto whom 1t has been com= 
municated, have thouzhe fif 
therin to exceed bfs Intention. _ 
They do not, however, judg ic - - 

1 tO uſher it into; _ A 
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Fore FS: time: big. Promilonh feck. 

E * parated your Mother and youfrom! 
me and your Brother ,\tho"al. 5 

A - melancholy Houres ve nb "7 
#0 run exceeding. fiowly;yet thoſe eſpecially 8 
have been unto. me the moſfirheavy ant 
irkſom, which we-were: Formerly actu#to=\, * 
med to implo 1.122 your Brother! yas 444 yoar\. 2M 
Inſtruftion. My - Pleafure-\"was: hey | 
great, 10 obſery your aaity \Profiviency* | 
|. - 12+ divers commendable. Ludifeationiy 
| azder your Mother's - diſcreet: Condatt*\ 
| azrd: it was. conſuntmated: im thoſe” £4233 27 
4 ning-(. onverſations: wherin” we "a3 » » 
> exciſed your aiſcrrſive Facultys, Wiper: 
fore, the Interruption of that) Pleaſure? 
hes. not little ang mented unto me ' the ” 
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T Tediouſneſs of her. axd. your Abſence. 
* -' Now thebeſt Remedy that Thavebeen. 
f | able to finde for this 1 rouble has been to . 
[exerciſe my own Thoughts in the ſame 
= Heditations wherin we formerly exerc;- 
fed jours, And after havins don [a 
ſom while, T reſolved in my Minde to 
draw them up into ſuch a Form as TI or- 
ainarily made the Method of my Teach « 
inf. lou remember, undoubtedly, how I 
have often told you , That our Know- 
|| Jedg zs at eaſt deemingly, if rot really, 
Lt - 4kizdeof Remembrance : 1mean,'T hat 
t! rZherear ſuch Seeds of it in our Nature, 
p as ar always ready to ſprout out in the 
| fame manzer, when they ar aſſiſted by the 
b  ſameconvenient Culture ; ſuch an Uni- 
formity: in*our general Ideas of Things, 
as apor the ſame Hints and Admoniti- 
oxs, and with the ſame ſtriftneſs of Ap. 
plication, 'wil reſoky into the ſame par-. 
ticular Concluſions. This , I ſay, has 
Wade me digeſt my Meditations into the 
Form of a Conference ; Tn the firſt part 
of which ( #t being properly HET 
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cal) FY Refhoodcar 3 7s * ledbby: P a.” | 
Order of Queſtions to draw his Anſwers 
out of his own Stork. 

In the aging of it T have made uſe of 
yorr Brother's Name , and. have ther 
given him 4 peculiar Title to the this. 
But as I am defirous that it may bea com- 
»0u Memorial of me unte al of you, 
when I fbal be no more, I therfore make 
it yours alſo by this Dedication: : And 
for the ſame Reaſon, I have likewiſe ad= 
ded unto it a Copy of that Advice which 
T formerly gave him, in ſuch Verſe as _ 
my unprattis'd Muſe then dictated. 

The Subjett I have treated i the mo. 
important of any $ whject. And my De- 
fan in handling it wi to give al of you 
{om real Help to condut your ſelvs in 
the 'tru Way to Happineſs: Which T 
take to be the onely warrantable End of 
any lozg continued Study, How far T 
have © ſucreeded in #hat Deſign wil be 
beſt known by the Fruits you [hal bring 
forth 12 your Lives and C 0#Ver ſations. | 

BF now that theſe Fruits may ſpring 
| A 


\ up. 
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+: of: Pang Los Vos Ree - of 'B = v 

F Judice, Twil indeaver:: x lepton. Yagnha 
| Patethe- one, "apd kemove fhenorhari by | 
| (- arguainting. y0# with. fon parritalar: 
Tales which" 1 preſcrilied: w1Fo my fem. 
8 Undertaking, "ARA" by which» you: 
rand eb” A. right Mecore of khe. Perfor- 
MAAS: . 

' eLbave. WY wick Grief, reflected 
«pou the''great Diſferentes. that "ar: in\_ 
Ben's Oponions about Matters of *Reli- 
[3 "726d And: is ſeeking out: the Cauſes. 

b herof. tho] know many hive. concyreea, 
wil {Ab $15" Bas © ſcemed to we one” of the 
| © kt wriver{al,.\v1z. Becauſe Menhave : 
Ir | #0f examined * "things 70. the. Boti er. 
ll They:have failed in "their Foundation- 
- Work..." They have to2 much jlighted 
that Philo®phy, which 1s the Naturak = 
Religion of al. Men'; and' which being. 
Natural, muſt needs'be Uuiverfal,,and 
Eternal ;  and-wpon which therfore, 6H 
*& leaſh in C onformity unto which; at. 
es and. re vealea WY muſt be | 
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1 þ their Foandation, hey have fr gue 
'Y begun to: frame't their theological $;ſkem 


; [. menſfions he has oC giz, 1ace. Tore. 
1 i w1eay this STOFt; [ ng: Ve bepun n fy (-3te- 


proceeded to build therupos as gradadlly 


| ME oy Ry Ne NN p- 
| ith o#ely \; Z5 capable I Produce rt 
"Som 116 E108  thetr © "Tatelledtual Bail: 

din £4 And they have « hoes themſelvs,: 

4 #7 TX any "Rite, fo the Interpretation”. . 

'F of Winds: and Phraſes, "which keing ea-" 

S 55 fm ſbe 376 16 of VI iO "Seyſts, have 
j prodncet"as any deformed Irie lar 
it 795. Nay this: Diforder has been 's great, 
 :hat, tnfleal af digg ing” is the leaſt for": a 


* at the higheſt” Points of. Revelation : 
|. And is "thaP they have acted as. EXITAUd- 
gantly, ax nxcertaiply, xs that Man 
fo Hd ao, Who won: /d undertake to frame” 
a Roof for ſom Fabric | Sy oh whoſe De-" 


| diſcern 4 32 YRoegry by Mare 2nd I have : 
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gi9n, whether natural or inflituted, wil 

appear in- this Draught to be a ſteady 

Proſecution of one aud the ſame regular. 

Defizn, in God the Author of both. And 

T am ſure that aright Underſtanding of 

that Truth wil give great Satisfattion 

#0 any conſidering Minde,* © | 
Another thing that has yet more tron- «| 

bled me than the former, has beex to ob- | 

| ſerv the ſad Conſequences in which Mas 
kinde has been involved by the foremen- 
zoned Differences of Opinion,” Raſh | 
 TFudgments and Cenſures, Hitreds and” 
 Animoſitys, Diſputes and Wars. © The | 
. #nilde and ſociable Nature of Man has. 
been therby transformed into a greater 
Perocity than that of Bears and 'I'ygers. | 
. And what is the moſt deplorable Confide» | 
zation of al, is, T hat theſe Miſchiefs have -|. 
been more frequent , and more violent, 

_ fence the Propagation of Cliriſtianity i: | 
the Worll, than before: As | 
(apdiutt. ro- zf exaced Teſus-Chrilt, C a ) - / 

Jae 1.5) according to his own Expreſ- 
fron, were not com "to giv. 
DOS 2 as Peace 
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"The Epilth 
Peace upon Farth, TY Diviſion and 
a Sword. . Far be it from 5, neverthe- 
leſs, to #'tribute ary ſuch thing to the 
(Zens of his Religion, which conſiſts 
wholly in Humility, Meekneſs, Modera-. 
tion,. Benignity, and other ſech like So- 
cial Vertues. No, the Mij chief ariſes 
. from the Perverſxeſs, of Men's Spirits, 


. who have turned the wholſomeſt Food, 


nay the highest Elixir, into the. ranheth 
Poyſon. ' 'They have not heen content 
| piththe Simplicity of the Goſpel, which: 
15 a plain Rule of living wel, but have 
ſtrove to out-wit one another in finding 
eur hidden Miſt erys : . And as any one 
bas hit upon 4 conceited Diſtinftioz, he 
has immediatly called that Fancy the Eſ= 
| 2s of Chriſtianity. Frozs thence have 
pruxg the variom Sets into which the: 
* Chrilt tan World is divided, « And ſecur: 
lar Intereſts being now interroves with. 
this vaing lorious Humor, the Fe initon 
of Sets is kept” on foot, and looked aj 
ter, far more carefully than the e niet 
Dutys of Life. T. bs is the deplorable 
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S Heb Thins Pr hip Pe, pes oy, 
Conſideratias hereof has been the Needle 


' that bas chiefly direfted ay Courſe in 
the" majeagement of my Subjett, For. 
having ſeen the' fruitleſs Effects of al 


controverfiat Undertekings ; - Þruttleſs, 


T {ay,* FLYES: thing that is truly Good ; 
but exceedingly too fruitful in woariſh- 


Fug the Seeds of "Enmity and al maxzaer 


of Evil #1 be anon with my ſelf, inwn- 
derrakinie this Work, to avoid ſemaiouſly 


al that ever is controverted by any that -f 


cal themſelvs Chriſtians ; and to draw « 
onely 48 Fcheme of ſuch things as they ar 
al avreed in, and which lead Furey: WH 


70 P ractice. 


The Te, T fay, | avs been ob part ouler 
Rules unto which 1 have thought 'fit to 


confize my ſelf,in the Conduit of my main © 
Deſign. Anil therfore"T adviſe you to 
apply your ſelvs onely to the making uſe © 
of what 'T have c! learly expreſt , and to - 


be very reſerved in draiving ' Tnferences, 


from my. Omiſfrons, Becaus 1 profeſs 
Sen iden that 7 Lave 20t handled. 


STOOL 


co 


EVERY. PINE; . 


fond of thei 


poſed by al thoſe who have imbraced-the 
Intereft. of any particular Set.” "Tf this 
very Writing of mine [ſhould com to the 
Sight of . any ſuch 'Perſons, T am confi 
dent, that, tho they ſhonld fingde nothing 
expreſt in. it, but -what they themſehys 


approve. of , yet #he Omiſſion -of other 


things which they delight in, would oo 


them condemn 


5 


that they. a* #8 $0 cry out againſs eve«' 
ry thing mhith bears. not that Mark, as 
J: Antichriſtfan at leaſt, if not Atleiſti.- 


cal 


in ts firſt . Appearance, be violently 0p- | 


$824, Sectarys- ar" (0 
as Bad of Diſtinttion,. 
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 } Adpprobation, in ſuch a Caſe as this, wof *F 
greater Weight than theinCenfare:; Be- 
cauſe in the one they al agree; but in the 
 #ther they al differ.;. Neither Papiſt wor 
Proteſtant, #«y xor apy of the Subdivi- 
ſrons 0n- either ffde', bat approve” of al 
duſtructions tenning-to Pitty and Yer- 
. #u ; which arthe ontlythings here aimed 
at. In that they. ar unsnimons. . But 
in Matters of meer - Speculation,” and 
outward Occonomy, ( which ar the Things 
here omitted ) they ar as oppoſite ts each 
other as the Poles of the” Heavens.” I 
lay hold therfore upon . the Incourage-- 
went which ariſes from their peneral 
Approbation ; and refer unto. them the- 
1ask of reconciling their own Differen- 
ces, before'T fpal eſteemthe Conſider ati- 
6nherof to be of any great moment. Tet 
Tao not, fer al this, in any wiſe pre- 
ſrame to think that heſe Meditations of 
mins ar. proper for public View. An 
undertaking of that Nature is ons far 
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greater Abilitys in every reſpect than, | 
:: | ST.77 


| © wine ar, and amore intire and uninters 


Fy 


F 
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rupted Leiſure than'T injoy. If God ſee 
it fitting, hg wil in du time raiſe up. 
ſom other that may perforns it more wor- 


 thily. In the mean while , however, T 


hope the Endearment of # Fathers Re= _ 
commendation wil ad ſom Strength unto 
what may be otherwiſe but weakiy inaul- 
cated to his Children : and that ſo this, 
preſent ' Performance wil be of ſom uſe_. 


, wrto wine, for whom eſpecially T have 


grit it, IT am, 
Dear Children, 


Your truly affeQtionate Father, 


# y 


- B. Job the uf. 
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"© -fince we ar now AE, \ 
[ ſom Feifure froth our ord =” 
ions, and-bave cherby 
ge of enjoying. that free 
- Thou - which” is. inconſultane” | 
resof the Werld, I ans defi 
to-take this Opp! - CYer 
4 z oy Minde 1 In. ODIe 
/-Vie, and. leven of univerfall Influ Ince. . 
7 whole. Life, ©  Compo e th 

i heffore to UHneſs 5" Lay alide,;. 
't ” and iff beepoſhbke; Nel Oe Hours, for- bk 
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+ Xe a 6s ever thou haſt by the 
/ learnt: Attend, only- to- the 'penui 
Reſult of thy Bay preſens Reflez1onhs': 
1/4 41 orty. ed S whio hel ask thee. 
S. Lam :nfijcely obliged. to you for 
your conſtahtcare of x my unprovement 


inal th png tes » d dh ov this 


time E ep theRyles you 


rh h 

.D t Love 

2, thy 

whe bur 9. Og em pare 39; 
at, thou may,it; nat 


he - re Seithicr Go thy ſelf, or dis 
e: 


with me, conſider t chis caſe.) .  } 
1 Nero io TEIE "MF $ 


Se?" af "rg Fn thiofs treumfitances 
ont Priend' ſerit thee privately : final 
tnorcelof Meargapable only co fuſtain 
thy Life for a-few "Hour and' withal 
"ſeatword'that we could none of 0s in 
| "chit ſpace tave any mote: In ſach' s 
cafe,teFmerrefly whether thowwouldft 
eat that Meat thy fol ifoprivate as/it 
j was giver thee; Mee —— ark id. E 
4 into either of us. 14IO' 34 = 


-f - 8:Yowpitiriie tou hard choice; which 

Sy « I would willingly be difpenſed eto 

4 © © Eknow very: wel where cho Dif: | 

| Geulty pinches t *Fis riot in che 

4 Þ fog; but- ty decharing 'thy” Choice. 

, Wherfore'? once again got thee to' © 

| ef freely: anidincerely with'me, an .' 

F 'P. T afttr & thee that F wil not' be offerided 

y with' any Determination thou 'ſhale® 

NF make, bi tonthecontrary mich ples - 

. fed +4 6 one made 1 in Sunplicity _ 
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? | pres methar T-nced not makeany De- * ' ® 
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-clarhtian atal upon that matter. ForT 
-perceivtherby that you know the weak- 
_ \neſ6 of tny--Nature;: and fee into thoſe 
ſecret moyings 'of my: Heart whicly 1 
'am aſhamed to'diſcoyer-; 114), 
r:: $.:5I enough. Wo wal ſpare. thy 
;Bluſhes.. And now takingifor grante: 
-that, in-{uch a caſe as we have ſuppo- 
ſed, thouwouldit prefer the Preſervati- 
.on of thy-own Life before ours, - Ide- 
fire thee to conſider againy'iand tel me 
/whetherithou lovett.thy ſelf. or us: the 
better. : ii c;00 1; worth tloog 
$. What ſhal I ſay !. You force. me 
to acknowledg that lov my ſelf better 
than perhaps I ought todo. 


- F. 'Fhat1s, not the thing that Lam 


'now erquiring after, , whether this ſu- 
preme Inclinazion of /e{f-/ovebe wel or 
ul, but onely whether it; be {ſo or no. 
Conſider therfore, further, if there be 
[\nothing'elſe in- Nature that more near- 
ly aflefts thee than thy felf. I meas” 
not Perſons, but Things, . Doft. thay... 
Rot feel in thy Heart ſom deſire of . MN 
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#6r, 0 Paovry; Sant bs big Rite 

E af Po thou: doſt.. Fel'me" /herfors _— 

ity VIE [rank rhoy” placeſt' choſe 

11} TYCD 
$71 do got fide that'T Balla any of 

. choſe things Gmply for rhemnfelvs ;-but' 

{ only as they haverelation'unto'me/and” 

| becaus they:may'be of ſort Convenien-' 

} cy or Advantage untome:'-S9 that'my 
lov of them is but ſecondary, \and for 
my own ſake. And therfore;'tor ought 

TI now ſee, I mult remain 'of 'Opinion' 
that I lov my ſelf primarily, and the: beſt 
of any this | 

y 8 "Nodoubt thou doſt ſ5: Not ſhal 
I ever adviſethee to do otherwiſe. But 

” here I muſt admoniſh thee that' rhe 

6 management 0 of this Principle requires . - 

r {| thy urmoſi Care, For upoy the righr 

"Y 
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pms WW 


or wrong-uſe therof depends'thy-Hap- 
pineſs' or ' Miſery. - ' Obſery therfore 
that, tho' this /e/f-lov be a ſingle and 
> { general Rule of Nature, yet thoſe 
LJ things which thou haſt wel obſerved 
% that we lov-ſecondarily at exceeding 
SIS... "FW 4 varl- 
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variqus; and that.notbing is: mote cap: 
| ſy nor more ordinary. than; far-Men.to' 
ceived Opinion of ſom good, to.plage: | 
their AﬀteQions pon. ſuch things as» 
ar really..evil, | Now. the ſad Conſe: 
quence: of ſuch il-placed AﬀeRtions is | 
at the beit aceftain Fruſtration. For. / 
tho thoſe Perſons dq obtain that. very; - | 
thing which their Deſires ac let out * = 
ter, yet finding not- therin, that real 
Good which they expected, their Diſ- 
appointment- is. the: ſame; or greater: | 
—_ if they had obtained nothing. at. 


u* 


al. ' And this alone” is-no- {mal degree 


s* c » & - 


of Miſery; but inſtead, of Good; tq 
finde an Evil, is a great oneg gndt9 
be continually obnoxious to Tuch-like | 
Miſcarriages,' is the greatelt,... Theſe -| 
ar the Effefts of Precipitancya: Tgno> + 
rance, and Error. -But, .on-the con; 


irary 4. to: weigh deliberately the:triz 

Valu of things, . to underſtand it, and | 
- accordingly, to direQ: our.; Aﬀections # 

unto the proſecution of ſuch QbjeRts 
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low mult be condaged, and in. that 


. 


| manner it wil not fail to lead us to a 


£3 #par py If. Theſe things 1 tel rhee 


beforehand that 'thou mayit be ſenſible 
| of their Importance, and therupon ap- 
1]. ply thy Mindewith du CircumſpeCti- 


4 onto the diſcufſion of ſuch Queltions 


asT havenow deſign to propound unto 
thee. a Ry DT I 
$. Alas, Tam at once ſo ſenhble both: 
of the Neceſſity and Difficulty of that 
Work, and therupon' {o fearful of mil- 
carrying 1n it, that T am forced rather 
to beg the benefit of your Taſtruftion 
than to-expoſe my ſelf to ſuch an.Exa- 
4 © F. Be*not 'fo diffident” of thy. ſelf, 
4 Take Courage. Remember onely.to 
obſery/my Advice of attending cloſely 
to the- genuine Reſults of thy. own 
bs 1 Ly let, us try  whither, that 


| So ets <a} ors ottie 2 AN 
eihgthat in the gtheral thou find- 


4 


. 


'cive-to thy Own * 


Thing but , P i 4 ears n Fe 


which of thoſe chings. that T havepes 
pounded to thee appear m0! 


tel me therupon_ which of t tes Tru 
moſtdefireſt. IT wil repeat and a lite 
tle explain them. 'that thou mayſt de- 
liberate maturely. ' By Honor I would 
have theeunderitandſuch a reputeand 


fame of ſom thing excellent in thy lelf 


as may excite Admiration-andRepedt 


1n others.. By Power I mean not onely 
ſtrength of Body, | but ſuch an 03x Ba 
rity! over fom number a Fa as ren: 


| 3% ih. 


= het may. be ſuited unto Sk Vas 
ricty of Deſires which thy Progreſs i 1n 
Years wil. bring along with. It, - And 
By Riches T would have + thee,re Ire: 


A 
% L - * } "$6 I'S HH. f 
& : IIS oO 26 2 
4 % FR ; wy "Ba IE Ex & + . 
\% , & & ng! , Cx WI ; 4 Þ of h 
x F "710, : 
l GS OE ng INT Gs wy *, - 4 * 
La _ — 74 a ” 
TW," 1 &: + 
. - lh 
4 . rs + . L 
by £ tis fa.” 
* 


; WE - SS x i chal. Hs 6 "EA A Tt ; : * 4 
Men; ordinarily procure unto  them< 
5 N TOs F 4 S LEY Gr! . 7 DT x » F 6 _ - 
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erfore: Which: of ' theſe things 'dol 
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ſcem good:ypon different accounts.'Afhd 

for- ought thar.'T know many other 
| ' | things beſides theſe may berepreſented- 
| | untomeintheſame:manner.- So'that 
truly I finde a great Difficulty to make 
any-juit., Compariſon between. then, 
and therapon to determin whietyhath 


abſolutelyithe.moſt good: wit: i 51220 
'  F., Wat art thoufo unrefolvedin 
dement concerning the valiviof 


— 


\. S:. Toproceed with'tharPrecaution 
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ob Wel, "Ion —ws al able” I aft ns} 


jon there is ſom thing elſe, which 


thou doſt already fo far underſtand ro 


be for thy good that thou eanſt ngt 
chuſe bur defire it carneftly; And T 
had rather hear:rhee remark) it thy ſelf 
phen. that I ſhould name it. 

'S, Let meſee, Thus far we ar com, 
T here ar many: things which preſent 
themſelvs ynto my Choice under the 
ance of Good ; ſom of which at 
indeed {ich as they ſeem to- be; others 
notwithſtanding al their ſpecious Ap- 
pearance/ar real Eyils;' but how to djf- 
cetn and Gait between the one 
and'the other 1 am yet ignorant. You 
ask me now what-it is that T'moſt de> 
fire. Abſolutely it is nothing; elſe but 


 fach aKyowledg #: al things relating tq 


my own Good as may inable me to thuſe 
and proſecute that which i realy mop 
yOndncrue unto it, | 

| F, I perceiv then chat Kindwieds #* 


ohe primary Objett of thy Deſire.” And 


T2 am not 4 little pleaſed. that thou 
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firſt Spring of al our Morians. 


Oo 


ro be the 


of it 


; Is. yet: top general; > 'Felahe: 


f 

\ | Bs 

* | therfore, what. particplar Study! of 
f 


wo 


Knowledg thouartchiefly addiQteduns-. 
to... Is it the Kyowledg of Gon, of his 
Eſſence, of his Attributes, of his Laws? 

| T5 jt the Knowledg of Netwre, of the 

* | Univerſe, of Mankind, ofthy Self 21s 

it the Kwowlede of any particular Arts 
and, Contrivances»that ar effected: by 
| Men#,Or is. is; 999 -0ther thing that 

' | humane Uaderſtanding:is or may; be 


rather gontounded with the Conlidera= 
tiontherof than any ways able ro deter: 
min which of them.is indeed maſt wars 
thy.tq be elefted. But howeyer this gee 
neral Circumftance,which Iftick cloſe 
unto, Viz. That wy Kyowledg imey-be 
ſuch 2s to' emable me to chuſe «nd par- 
ſu the proper means of my own Hap: 


pineſs, wil Thope by degrees condudt 


1 
s 


rae 


I 


? 


me _— ſom furthls Diſcovery.” We 4 5d 
18: Thou'gheſſeft right. - It wil ins 
fallibly do it. Let thattherfore- be rhe 
Rule of al thy Reſeaiches, Andi'now, 
applying hae: Rulsto"thoſe particular 
heads of Knowleds that I Sropoulded, 
God, Nature, Man, &sc. tel me which 
of them. ſeems'to thee themolt impor- 
tant Obje&t of thy: firſt $Study.''-* 
-.$. My-aim being to ſeck ' O's own 
Happineſs, I coniceiv: caſily 'that)it"is 
notobtainable, firſt; without ſom:e6m- 
. petent Awowledg of m»y ſelf whoawithe 
Subje&t of it ; next, without ſorn Kyow- 
leap of that Happineſs which is the: Ob- 
t ofmy'Deſire ;-and laſtly, without 
the: Kew dg of che Means that lead'un- 
tit... And -6550k I conclude: it- Tay - 
be-proper enough for me to begin my 
Study. with an Enquiry - into /»-y.\0w72 
Nature. That, I ſuppoſe, wil alſs ſhew 
me'what-ſort of Happineſs I 'am'ca- 
ableof: AndI efteem-that it wil then 
ſafonableto look after it. - . © 
- Fo Very-wel. I like thy Method. 
742 | It 


' Itiis TE. prorcera proſceurioa-pfi it 
wil probably: bring- into conſideration 
whatever other. LOR may be materi- 
1] tour: - Now, that 'wernay 
Ce therin, I would have thee- a 
Heck feriguſly.upen; what thou judgeſt 
moſt) obſervable i in- thy-1elf, 5 

ehme what mapner of thing. thou ue 
ry ſelf to be... 
.,.$. Ecan not but obſery that whery 
ever Lam I fl ſom. place ; even as al 
other material things that ſurround mez 
- And therfore what ever I am, Ithink 
my-ſelf to be framed of the 4une mats 
11/7 as they aff -:.. | 

'F, 80 riright.! Bur doſt thou Aot 
further perceiv: ſom Facultys: in. thy 
| ſelf which ar peculiar to. Mai ? 
and which none J#: thoſe other materi= 
al things that ſuvround us- ar eaoltad 
with *. 

8: Yes. I have Seaſe, which;i is nor 
found 1 in- Stocks,-and Stones... 'And 1 
havefurther this Faculry of +hinking, 


refleſting ;; Or reaſoning , , | Wherin you 
£14361 . | ROW 


' 


_- 


HI Skecis mey hich I wn wot d& 
noce-ain/Bxcellency in Mankinde!vaſt- 
"_ erent from/any: thing even in 
inwvls;and chavios-  otiehy in Degree 

bur Be! Hes: WL 
Bt 'Thels rd Oblttyitions of rhine 
imply this ' Definition '6f "our- ſelvs; 
The, we ar thinking SubXances.” 'Byt 
it remains ſtil to be enquired *Whes 
ther that rementioned maretiat part - 
of us which'thou haſt -obſerved to fil 
ſoit 'place'Cor ; | as' ther -expteſs it; 
be extehided YT fliy', Whether thar 
be aot the very ſaiſe ching with-thit 
which thinks, and that ſo: this think- 
ins and reaſoning be nothing 'elſe bur 
MA produced by rhe: different | 
Miedeatlon arid Moti of that Mat: 
rerwherof we ar” compoſed ; Or; on 
the' contrary, Whether” our thinking 
Faculty proceed from any other diffe- 
rent and-really diſtin@ Principle: This 
Confideration i 15 1mportant. Weigh W- 
= 


E. Thope I bare not bees too raſh iti 
» Hiaring 


vy POR 
x £792 
” a. 


hiaing'| al (ih char I gel rhay Bax * 
eulty to denote: form Excellency- un. us 
ellanially differetit from any tis in 
Aminials ;.. whoſe gr [ wy 
pole to: be:one of the 


or toni pred root org 
F.-I do: not y-thow haſt 'becw tp. 


_ in _ Afertion. But nba hs 
without — any. thing 

Animals; -the-knawledg of whoſe Nas 
ture is of little Conſequence tous; I 
defire to hear thee explain.more: pavti- 
cularly upon: what ground thou'taneys 


eſt any Principle 18 thy elf to be els 


tentially different. from Marger- + '-\ 
8, If I fipde-any Operation whatlo- 
ever in my FE aboy the. Power: -of 
matter, Fmuſt needs conclude that: is 


procecds//from ſom Principle of a dif 


 terent Nature-; 


F. Canft.thow. giv me any Inſteq : 


ces of ſuch -hke Operations ?- 


S, WhenTreflect uponthe, nature of 
Matter, irs exfenſion, its diviſibility, 


its aptitude fo receiv neucr ſo Varies 


Media 
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* Madificarions +42 po Spcwanys 
hat ever Form -or ar 6a © 


tact hi Funv endowed. | 
withal. "Mode leſs therfore is it to'be 
reputed the Principle, of my nobler Fa- 
culty S051 3150 oIrA Yerls fff Bir 
I. B. What ar: choſe” nobler' Pacultys 
which thon thickeſt meer Matrer leaſt 
tapabletoprodyce#- 2 7 
_Y | They. are chiefly Mentor, and Ra 
pf E;Why dof thou affirms alar Mat 
bets is not capable of Memory los | 
. SI we: were compoſe Giicly of 
incer-Mattcr;then al the-Remembrance 
_ that we haveiof an yithing' would /be: 
_ effeQted by material T Fix prefits or Chas 
ra®ersplaced-in that part” of our Body" 
' Where'thar Faculty reſides.”'" - * 
___ BF. Tgrantit.,. Adds NF Mby'x we” 
hot believtharit is fo?-; 
\'S\ "The! multitude oFrhin $ tliat wid 
et, wank," <upon th *Sappoſis* | 


” iq IJ TY : | NY 


bg 


20y' | Re: atr os ohr ls 
Faculty :canbe placed 
| cham; muchlels could it 550n = 
L in char Order; arid repreſent. chem. ,jn 
>" | tharmannersoour: Imagination as we 
7 tinde we 'havetheras: 7, 1 1; 
| {-F.-Itdosindeed ſeetti abſiiid that Io 
—_ various things as: wehaye ingur 
Minde. ſhould; have thete. fo many; 
diffinct material Exiftendy H! And that 
_ | wil ::appear- ye-,.the.. more: abſurd) 
+ | # we obſerv\ that arffonglt thaſe Idea 
F | whichre pleniſh . cur  Minde, 'there af! 
m;of Ons of things immaterial ; as 
: | LcuthapdFalſchood,” Vertirand Vice! 
> | Honor arid-Diſbanor,and the like: But: 
' | Ir us 'g0 08; Explain to:me: naw 
a why Ratrocinetion: can n0t he perfors) 
& | 44 by meer Matter. 47, © 
8, That needs no Links explain- 
of ing chan onely to {ertle:the. meaning of: 
3 the word. ' By Ratiocinat ion, therfoce,,” 
| — Wy A&t: of: the Mimde,. 
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tions: a5-either have: been long or ar 
but newly tnplamed therin, we from 
thence 'draw*:Confſequences, and raiſe 
other Notions,* which we": were for- 
merely ignorant of. '/Now:1f Memory as 
lone be'beyond 'the' Power of Matter, 
it is paſt al doubt-thar- this further 
AQ; whichreviſes, and:compares ſuch 
things as '&-already in the Memory, 
mit needs:be' mach:more ſo. 
1,F, . Theſes Difficultys of explaming 
divers'Operations that we finde in our 
ſelvs, by the Power :of Matter, I al- 
tow- to +beinvincible. | But-'therfore, 
lince wear ftilſure that! we ar'capa- 
ble:of. thoſe Operations, it remains - 
that thou <cxplain unto:me; by what 
other means they ar performed ,, and: 
ſvew ' me that different Principle from 
which they proceed. . oo nes 
-'S. Alas;*you now pofe:me.' ' I. am 
not able to do it. Thoſe very things; 
Thizking\and Reafonine, ar themſelvs: 
the moſt::efſential Characters that T / 
SL DIO ET _ know © 
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PdWTbE Hhas: Rein 4s r Eexerctlcs 
them.'Tam qnely ſurethat. Thaver em 
in-ny-felf,: bit howthey ar perto 
mad Thin utterly. igfhorant;” rt 
-+F;-Tfit be {b indeed that ad of 
2686, kother,: yet confider now'atleaft* 
_ what-*ill *this--difquifition ; we have' 
" hitherto made into. Humans. Nato 
amounts unto; ' ard what eonſeque: 1 
 cev/ariſe from thetice- forthy uſe. ©"! 
: 8. My: knowled#hithetto amoutity | 
o this, 'F her wehave:in bs two difFintt* 
Principles ; the one wherof. DRALE. 
whoſe. .Eminient'Propert: tens: 
jon; the: ether imperer/aly whoſe 
emilent ro erty 15 Thought, -:;.* 
\ F!., Thoſe-two principlesar termed 
Matter 2nd Spirit;or inordimaryfpeech,” 
Body 2nd Souls, 'Letus-make uſe chebs C 
* fore of thoſe. ; received expretſions;. 
* And'now dothon; go an to tel me what: 
conſequences thou pereciveſt tO ariſe 
from this diſtinQion.. etop 11% E, 
-$. -Themoſt important args : 
therof isthis, That our Body: and Souls; 
C 2 being 


: : 2 of 
* 


ER Boop 
S9ul.. ..Nor bir =_ any: AOLION 
ty, 10 be: witeemed ſubjeE&t unto 
args apts diffolution which at- | 
REFS 
_F..-Þhe: 2: of the Souls, dido- 
lution with.the Body is indeed not evi-. 
dens from any thing thou haft obſerved 
UPOn. their natures«-. Bug neither s this 
diltin&tion of their natures -fo.cul. a 
Prop ,a5-Might | bewilhr for, offo'com- | 
j Etation as that 6k the 
Souls duration hereafrer-: As  We:pro- 
cred further "we" ſhal mfallib | 
with other ar ents. that wi. yor ; 
ſequences allo, of leſs: importance, 4 


wal fa | occaſionally - 1-0uUr Ways.4s WE 
com tro'treat of other matters -with 
which they ar connetted. 


In [the 
mean while, it 15: time now-that we 


ok bable: uarothe method which thou 


” _—_—— firlt 


f Blip 
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Arihotg Aiſboyer what fort'$ 
 neſ7! that is which 'this' natitre of 
- ſuchas We have deſopiligd HL | 
14 ble of.” | 
F -2S3HÞ eancein the Fri 
| \  flaxce of «l bodily panels” | 
' «n Health, The gratih cation.' a; our 
ſeveral Appetires may 4ndeed icreatt 
_- the degrees of it; "but Health 'isthe 
moſt" eſſential - ingredient ,- without 
which our Bodys wil bealways- miles | 
+ rable,.Andas tor the Happineſs of the 
_ F* &SowlTrhink it maybe che: com- 
| pleat whenſoever 'we injoy” intire Ss: 
MyRbos axd contentment of mine. 
iS. Since - thou- diſtinguiſheſt out 
ve] Ha Mn into theſe two kindes, it 18 
+, necelfary tofix the juſt eſtunateofexch 
 Þ -ofchem; that we may therupondiret 
A "buy chief purſuit after what ſhal ap- 
| Pear: molt unportant. 
_ ,  ©*F,:F haveino-difficulty to: determin 
” the Happineſs of the Minde; ſuch as 
I I have <elcribedir, to '<xceed that . of 
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the Body z- not: onely becaus the Soul 
1s the nobler- Being, < *tis that which 
rules the body)-bur more eſpecially: be- 
caus. my-Idea. of i-that - Happineſs -is 
the more *compleat. '' For where the ' 
Minde 4s intirely ſatisfied there 53:50. | 
thing wanting. Nevertheleſs,” Þ would * 
not deſpiſe the other. *For I corifeſs 

the buſineſs: ſeems to. me yet ſurer 
when both ar joyned. - But thaticonſi» 
deration aMicts me: - Becaus I-6bſerv 
daily, thag;” notwithftanding al imagi- 
nable precautions, 'the Bodys of al-rtwen 


& 


ar frequently aMflicted - with painful b 


» 


diſeaſes, conſtantly abnogians to - ac» 
cidental hurts, and- inevitably fabjett - 
to final: decay ; which- things make 
that ſort. of Happineſs imperfe&; of 
the attainment of it impoſſible. I look - 
therfore.: chiefly towards -the other; « 
but, alas, I look yet in vain.' My 
Soul ſeems capable of -t : but it knows 

not where to findeit. 1 beg of . you 
therfore to direC&t me ſpeedily unto that 
objett of. my ſfearch;:;' for I now; er 
NT! cache n .- - pile 
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it. 
This is what I havgalaady hin- 
ted to thee; That the regular purſuit 
of: thy 'Happineſs would lead thee mto 
the conſideration of other-topics than 
thoſe rhou_ haſt hithertq- mentioned, 
Conſider, therfore, the. nature of -al 
thingsin this viſible-World....Conſi= 
der : the Improvements. that. ar. mad 
upon nature, for our.conveniency, by, 
the art and: contrivance of ingenious 
men. . Ar any. of theſe things, or-al 
of them together,.... capable to confer 
that. ſort of Happineſs ' which- tHGP 
judgett t be peculiar unto thy Soul? 

S.- No, they: ar not... For,. being. | 
al of then corporcal ſubſ}anceg,. they. 
can haye no operationbut upon my. Bas, 
dy ; or, atleaſt, they cannot aftet my. 
Soul but by the means of thoſe ooo 


Organs unto which it - 1s now: unite 


Since therfore we have already. cons: 
cluded the Perte&tion of Bodily Happi- 
gels tobe unattainable, 1tis1n vainior: 
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fetter than it. 
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"7 
mero expe of o iy Soul thoſh 


Incans. A 


ie E: | 

'L kay not wel. Bur vince it 33 
nt to be found 'inany corporeal ex+ 
iſtence, nor'is my Soul ſingly able to 
work her own ha pineſs out - of her 
felf, Imuſteither "ride itn ſom thine 


ore perfet# than my Sow, or delpal IC > 


evertindingitat al. 
F. What Idea haſt Hou of any ching 


more perfett than thy Soul ? 


'S:Þ have yet no clear Idea of ar 
ſuch thing, But this I-am-* ſure of; 
that What oever made "wy Soul is. per« 
"The: Principle, what 
ever itbe;” from which it ſprung,muſt 
contain in itſelf hore eminent perfeCti- 
ons than thoſe that I percetv to be 1 in 
me. CAL IO 
F Tho! ſeeſt how Mankicds is 
babe into this World, one Generation 
ſicceeding another ; - and that we ar 
bor at dnce of. ſuch a double nature 


F. Where then wilt thou look fo 
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thou-haft i obſerved,: both-Body and 
Soul. Doſt thou therfore intend thag 
anſweras amark' of reſpe&t unto me, 
rhy: Father, as the Author or caus of chy 
fubliſtance ? © 3nd nee 
| SS; Iamdeeplyſcnlible gf the reſpe& 
'{ Tow: you. | Bur 1- confeſs that Fnow 
| look further, - *T;s not oxely the Prins” 
| vipleof my own Being, but that of Mage 
| Kinde, which I [{cek fore The propagay 
tion therof from Father to. Spn wil nog 
ſerv my: turn, - For-tho.I-revoly uw 
my thoughts never{o many. thouſand 
Ages backwards ; nay. th I: ſhould ga 
fo far as to finde one fingle Man, the 
| tirſt of al men, from whomthe Species 
| has been derived ; yet I have {til the 
| ſame queſtion to ask concerniag him as 
. ' concerning me. /He made nor himſels. 
Who,or what,was it therfore that gave” 
him his Being, and his capacity to bes 
get others -like himſelf? Whatever: 
that was, it muſt neceflarily contamn 
init great Perfections. - And it can be' 
no indifferent thing for ws..to know, 

or' 
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courſe 


norant of 'it. For, as inthe 
"Generations there is a ſtri&& 
relation'between Father: and Son, '' the 


4 / * - ; 


latter depending upon the former, and 


being naturally obliged to certain dutys 
towards: him; ſo,” much- more ought 
we to conclude;that the general Author 
of Mankinde dos neither abandon his Of- 
foving nor leev is free from Tys of Duty 
And if T could ence be ſo happy as*to 
diſcover Him, and pay ' thoſe dutys 
which T'ow him, I doubt*not 'but F 
ſhould therin finde that further Per- 


after. 

warmed thee. ' But let'us not 'over- 
ſhoot our mark. "Thou inquireft after 
the original Cans of the firſt Man. Is 
that ſodifficult to conceiv? Conſider 
the ' various ProduCtions 'of © nature. 
This Earth wheron we liv, our gene- 


ral Mother ,- being invigorated with 


the lively heat of our univerſal Parent, 
the Sun, produces yearly innumerable 


objects - 


F.'-F perceiv this thought has 


ym_S WT 


orant the poſhibility. of man's produQtis 
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: 
a 
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objefts of equal aſtoniſhmenewith this 
thou ſick'ft at. Neither ar her pros 


duCtions confined to ſo'exafta regula: 
rity that we;may nov irfhagin her capa= 
ble. to 'have form times brought forth 
other manner of - Beings than what ſhe 
now ordinarily dos. ' 'Vhe od irregula- 
ritys that we yet meet withal ever and 
anon ar an-undeniable= proof: of” it: 
And+ why--may nor-thertore ' he - fix/# 
Produttion 'of Mankiawe be attributed 
tothe happy rancounter of 1om cons 
yenient: Matter, ' which, cherifhed and 
aCtuated 'by a du proportion of natris 
tive Heat, ſprung up into that for 
we ſee it If this do*not- ſatisfy, w 
hal be to ſeck tor the fir Caus of af 
other Animals as: wel as of our felvs} 
Lo; LTIINST: | ' 2884 
S,. No, no, 'I now perceiv © that 
eur: diſquifitions upon ' this head wil 
not be endleſs.” We draw near to' 4 
tefolution: of them. Fho I ſhould. 


' and ſa:involved in endleſs" difquiſts 
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on in that -manner which you have 
endeavored fo - plauſibly to deſcribe; 
that dos not atal extricate me from my 
firſt difficulty 34 bus rather intangles 
me more in 1t; and. obliges'me to look 
farther. Let itbe fo, that both Men 
_ and Beaſts have been originally pro- 
duced by: the Earth and Sun.' Yer, 
Who tc it that made that Earth and Saw, 
and alſo thoſe other innumerable num- 
| bersof gloroius bodys that environ us 
at greater diſtance? They have al had 
their Fzrſ# Cavs as wel as we, Andithe 
cloſe relationthey have unto one ano- 
ther, with their dependance upon one 
another , dos evidently demonſtrate 
that the firftcaus of themal is one and 
the ſame. ' There is one, onely, original 
and nniverſal Cans of ad things. And 
that being ſo, I muſt rais my Idea of 
its' perfections yet fo - much - higher 
than I firit conceived them, as the uni- 
pyerfal frame of al things is a complea-+ 
ter produQtion than that of me in par» 
gicular, This confideratioa makes 
| | me - 


F.o Fr. Ju 6 


1] me tomckide wioſe @ Perfeianot to o be ad 
leſs than infinite. | 


_ #,. Fhou haft rightly: toiichuieds 
That Being which formed Hf ot her Beings 
waſt of tereſfity be abſolutely perfeit. 

And that :is/ it: which, we. cal G OD. 
The evidence of this concluſion des 
pends upon fuch uadeniable Principles 
that it cangot- be. doubted of. In the 
atder of that. produce: one Fo: 

ther ſom one.mft necnilatily be firſt; 
Whatſoever that Firft be;. it wa con- 
tain. ſupereminently_in it ſelf al thofs 
PerfeCtions that ar ſcattered amongit 
the reſt.. And the nniting of theſe (cat. 
Fered Perfefflions makes he Idts of their 


Author ah/olately compleati  T have re 


peated thel& heads that they may be 
firmly rooted in thy Memory, and that 
fo the Foundation: af this i On 
concluſion may never be ſhaken. 

we mult.nor reſt here. 7 hs Ides age 
God s a Fountain of light. Let us follow 
the ſtreams that it ſends forth, and ſee 
ever they wil.carry us. Tel-me - 
thertore 


—"W "2. ny i _ oof icly: "oo Cdn 
cOnceiveſt, to: -be competed inchis. 
notion of 4 Being ab /olutely perfect 
S, $9 great» x perfoltion gs vhat- is. 
: [cit wade: 


7; E, 'Fho we cannot. _ 
yet we. .may!fom:'. Attend) 16 a 
cloſely; to the:ſcaſe of. tliat.definition,, 
and thou:wilft not findeit difficult to. 
deſcend into ſon Particulars41. + - - 
-1S.; Thaw the es So I: fow 
tearly 3 Thats Being abſolutely perfetf; 
muſt haweiin bimſelf no ea 4>. 

xy not oxclyite his own. Being and Happi-; 
nefs.bat likemife to'the Being. axd _ 
zeſs: of his Creatures." ... * 

-&. That'is one ſtep. . IN now- - 

the conſequences of that anſwer, and” - 
thou willt-advance-further. »:But doit: 

by: degrees: i:Inthe firſt place, examin: 
ways $30: Kangelt. to Tefyltfrom _ 

T's 
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is Mibonn Being, (with+» 

can im no wile-be eftce= 
med-pevf Yandaf he have:.not recei- 
wed thing'from without himſelf, 


Cohich has: been already. demonſtra« 
ted,in ſhewing that he'is'the Firft Caus, 

:all-rhiogs) it then follows that bis 
Being" or Exiftence is neceſſary; ; that it; 
always:has been; and that it always 
wil be ; which is toſfay that i & Erer- 
nal. Again: Tf Hehave in” himſelf 
whatſoever” is neceſſary to his own: 
Happineſs, {without which alſo he' 
muſt fat farſhort of perfe&ion). it fol-: 


lows'-not- onely that his natureis uns: 


capable of..a final diffolution, but.evens 
of any ſuffering or.change ; which, bes. 

ing - Aﬀettations incidenttoal Matter, 
I make uſe of the: term you have als 
lowed me to ſignify . its contrary,” and: 


F on him $ WR hen, joyning-toges 


ther 
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ermal 9 wth 
What ar the ob & 
the: ſecond: Hidncki bf thy an{wet, .viz. 
That He has' in: bipeſel/abhatſoever # 
wece(ſary #0 the | Being and:Happineſs bf | 
bu Crearares?Qrra ther, firſt whar is rhe 
Reafow'iupon' ' which-:thou groundeſt 
that propolition? Borit : appcars not {0 
evident as the othet- .. {66-1708 

$7 The firſt part;of that propoſition 


is evident-enough \from'rhe* very ox-. 
ence: of [rhe Creatures:: For. ſince 


they ar; 'and ar from :han; ir is dear 
that he has inhim{elf whatſoever was, 
ar is neceſſary 'cither'ro produce or.'to 
coffers rhem/ : And ito prove the. 
ſecond,(:T riced- only; oblerv wherir 
ther geveral Happineſrof 'the Creatures. 
conſiſts; +iwhich I conceiv' to be i» their, * 
attainment of that End for which their. 
Luthor difianed' them. ' For it carnot! 
be doubred/but He, who had in himſelf 
the poxyer to pr raducethem; can much. 

reca uy by. "theme power _—_ 

CNL 


them to that end for which he prody; 

ced them % that 7 foe Zr bio he Ore 

ginel ſpring both of the Tr ound 
pine] of at things.” <> 

4 7. F,. Proceed Ht fo draw the- infe- 

| Fences! of that- Propoſition, as/it relates 

to the” Creatures.” / E IEEE 

_ ©... His giving Being and- Happineſs 
nts the Crearures ſcems-to me to imply. 
principally his Soveraign PerfeQtion of 
Goodneſs , - 0) Wiſdons, and of © Power: , 
Hrs Goodneſs is apparent in the” deſign 

| of- al his works; b:s Wiſdom in thecoh- 
trivance of them, and his Power, in the 
execution. - 'The” otie- - promipts;” the 
other directs; and the. third *ARcem= 
Hliſhes. Theſe T-think ar the: maim 

Branches intowhick that conſideration: 

may be divided:: and as we call *pers 
ceiv the connexity of others with theſe;: 
we may ſafely refer them -ro the ſame: 
original ſtock of abſolute er felon ; - 
which is —_ 
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ready don. 


S. That purſuit would be long. 
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hi 


to 'be yet Mort -of that - Happineſs 
whieh'my trature is capacitated- tor, T 
conelude that it-is in order to for more 
general good ithat Fam ſo; And, in 
cfAect; : cho cannot comprehend the ' 
depth of al 'God's: workings, 'yet EF: 
caſily ſeea poſſibility that ;3t -may be- 
for the advaiitage of the whole- that; 
ſon ſ{ofrt- of Creaturespaſs: unto their | 
Perfe&ion bydegrees. And probably I 
my ſelf may 'be-of that ſort..- 'This 
ſtate wherih I now-am- may be a Pal: 
ſfage..: Which being ſo, it is ſufficient 


for mein:particular that I am put into 


the Way, and havea.Capacity given me: 
to work out in time-that turther Degree 
of Happineſs which I yet want. And :- 


| that Fam really in fuck a Condition 


is clearly deducible-from the forcmen-- 


| tionedtriple Idea of God's PerfeCtions: 
1 For, ſince Tam: -capacited - for a fur--. 


cher Degree of - Happineſs than wharT : 


| now 'injoy} and fince I am naturally - 
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"be upon as ſb: of that Happi- 
nels, is; is uficenceivable that infinite 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, ſhould 
have given me that Capacity and- that 
bent of Nature tobe -always fruftra- - 
ted. 'I fy therfore that my attains 
ment.of it'in the end, provided Iſwerv 


not from' the way; is as certain as-ifal- 


ready effeCted. - > 
 F: Since thou wilt not now purſu 
this fearch j into the particular Perfecti- 
ons of the;Deity any further, conſider 
with thy ſelf once again; how far we ar. 
yet com; and ſee;according to thy own 
propoſed”: method; - which way thou 
ought'{t-next to bend thy thoughts- . 
© can. do: it eaſily;./ For I take 
care notto let {lip that Clew which-you. 
I in the begining — hold 
ait. Ticek my own nels.” In 
erder' to thaty OS p Foganels<” what 
Iam ; what is the chief Happineſs that 
Iam capable of ; and where that Hap- 
Pinels 15 ro be found. I have determi- 
__ that the nodleitt _ of my Nature. 
; 6a 
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is $ Spiritual; that my chicf Happinels © 
pi herfore alſo oy rh and 
that it can onely be found in God. T 
have proceeded to take ſom view of 
thoſe- PerfeRions which the Idea of 
God' preſents unto mie- And there we 
ſtick. Methinks therfore'it Iys now na- 
turally before me to look after rhe Way 
or 07,908 that lead gnto this Ha appinefs 
which I have opoſcd! tortheu timare 
object of my ow 
F. - *Tis wel-obſerved.. Cortina 


 therfore to refle& attentively upon 


what thou -haſt-hitherto diſcovered ; 
and*rry ftil, in thy own thoughts, whe- 
ther the conſideratioa therof wil 
direft thee unto thoſe means or no. 
8." T have indeed perceived ſong 


glimmering therof al along as we have 


proceeded, but now methinks T begin 
to diſcover a clearer lighr.. You were 
pleaſed to tutn me atide as Iwas once 
hinting at the conſideration of our Iy- 
ing under ſon tys of Duty towards te 
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eto es hott d 3 RIT/TYY 3 48; 
poſe unto thy ſelf tg inde in oge 
ratherthan another? 07 
© $, T perceiy' that I have. beer too 
haſty, in ſtarting a double: concluſion 
without” explaining the premifes from 
whence I draw. it. - My minde has ruh 
quicker than my totigle, and has cau- 
ſed. my, expreſſions tv. take that feap 


' which your queſtions now bring m 


back again to Walk over more letſure- 
ly. - I muſt do it therefore' Step, by 
Step, and endeavor” to tread ſure as.I 
goalong. | SITIINES 1 207% . 4; wp x 
F. Do ſo. I waitthy Motion.  _ 
S. I. muſt prove” then, in the firſt 
place, that the Author of our Being, 
.Which.is God, has really obliged us' unto 
ſom Daty ;; in the next place Imult in- 
quire, what that” Daty #5 ; and in the 
laſt place;examin how my Happineſs ari- 
ſes from it, My firſt Propoſition 1s gene- 
ral. And methinks this general Con- 
fideration may ſery to' clear it. *Tf God 
be the Author of al things, then Whaz- 
ſoever we finde our ſelvs obliged unto by 
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manger. .. WY ; -_ ) 
- £,.Yes, if Op 
ligation, wil not deny. but that obligac 
tions laid. upon. us by God.  Burhow 
dos it appear that we ar under anyduch 
| obligationatal?. +. - 
11 S118; Tmiſtakenot, we have = wi 
jj dy ſufficiently eſtabliſht that, inth> be- | 
| _ gining of our. Inquirys.; The deſire - - 
| that every man has.to Procute his own 
[|| Happinels is general, and wibover 
Bll is: general is: natural, © The; ways 
| 


deed in'which men ſeek it ar di 2600 

a5] therfore ſom of them muſt :neceſia-+ 

| be, preternatural, '; But the. gene- 

A ſhea after, and. defire of Happuneſs, 
5 the ſame in al men, and therforerhe. 

| PLUG it of Ht 15 4Þ Obligation liid, upon Ms 
by Natare her [elf ; that is to ſax 4 Duty: 

j anjoincd ws by God. - h 

ih Grant that the earchof Hopi 
2 | | gels. 
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neſs in Fenetal be a natural inclination, 
and by conſequence out duty; "yet, 
ſince al men ar fubje&t tor ir the pars 
ticular ways of purſiiny'it 5” what can 
it avail us to know in general that we 
ar under'ſych an obHigation; while we 
haveno rule todiretu$in' the particus 
1 S> Yar arepleaſed in that Queſtion 
to make a Suppoſition which 1 muſt 
not grant.” 'The Errors of ſom Men. 
do notÞprove that we have no Rule'gi- 
© ven us to walk by ;"but onely that, if 
there beany ſuch: Rule; thoſe Men'do 
not:obſery"it. ** And T'think we have 
already agreed upon a'Principle from 
whichit wit neceffatily follow that'we 
have ſom Tuch- Rule given unto us, 
whether they obſery it or no. - If it bs 
mconfiſtant with our Tdea-of God that 
He ſhould have given' us: this-bent' of 
| Nature after HappinefS, and at 'the 
fame time have ſubjeted usto a perpe- 
fual Fruftration ( which Tproveto bs 
mconſiſtant; im that ſuch a Fruſtration 
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is real Miſery, and that it 1s direQtly 
repugnant: 'to his Goodneſs to haye 


' framed- Creatures on defiga, to make 


them miſerable )*I ſay then, it is'abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that: he ſhould have 
given us ſom Rule whereby to dire@t 
us1n the particular Purſuit of that Hape 
pineſs, which he has obliged us'to ſeek 
after : becauſe otherwiſe we. ſhould be 
for ever fruſtrated of it. - Which is 
: #. Canff thou ſhow me. « Rule 
which 15 capable #0 guide 16"exatly in 
ths, Purſnit,' and which is general to al 


. AMaxnkinde? For ſuch it' muſt be , of 


RE ING. 
-$,.-T think T can. Andif Thad not 
ghelt at it beforehand, this laſt Chas 


_ eFaQter which. you require-1n it's too 


evident "a; Dittinction to leav any 
Doubt (therupen. In'a Word.” The 
Rule of al our ditions is, or ought to 
te, Right Reaſon. This Faculty of 
Reaſoning-judges of Truth and Er. 
nor; of Good ;and Evil; weighs one 
+ SHEET | thing 


& > 
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Pe: Mat wodkly and chiſes the 
belt. The Progreſs you have-already 
helped me to. make therin; afſures me 


_ of a greater Perfection: -hercafter than 
what I- have yet attained. unto. I 


now. indeed: grope after an unknown 
Way, and: advance not without: ſor 
Dgubts and Fears;-ButIam perſwaded 
that a continued fincete,and {trict Ap« 

plication;to this Exerciſe wil produce 
a ſteady. firmneſs of Judgment, capa- 
ble to dire& my; Prattice.- And, aboy 
al, I ſay, thatiyour' laſt for ementioned 
Character takes' away;al Doubt upon 
this matrer. - -Forif God have.given; 
any ſuch Rauletunto Mankinde ( as i 
we been/already proved that he-muft: 


_ of neceſſity;have given fotn-);itcan be. 


no. other than: tis Rule: of» Reeforz 
Becaus noneiother, thanthis,:.15 or can: 
be General: And this being; fo, .matf: 
therfore,be eſteemed Nateral; that is 
to-:fay./rom God; and by conſequence 
wo Sufbclente 
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F r wil not- juſt- Uſing” apa | 
theſe generaF Arguments, which thou 
haſtmadeuſe of to prove that: God has 
obligedus-unto- -fom'fort of Duty, and 

iverus' the' means of Khowing”' It. 
Kor however, *Iſhat efteem the t 
yet better proved, as welas4lluſtrateq, 
when Tihal {ee "thee" go through thy 
text repo Enquiry: with tiny Ac- 
curacy; and'{hew me-thoſe particular 
wy $ Fry we'ar obliged unto... 
8. 'Todo-that, T muſt reter our Du- 
ys nntocertain 'prineipal Heads, which 
are yery "obvious, atid: from "which al 
rticular' Branches' take "their: Riſe. 

They ar thele. Ts God; ta'omr Neighs 
ors, and to or Selys.” Arith chule to 

inwith-the laft of - thern,**Eet us 
refle& therfore upon ourown Nature, 
Which we have concluded to'be com- 
pond! of two Prineiples\, Matter -and 
pirit, 'or Body and Soul. Theſe tws 
Principles in'ys conteſt frequentlybe- 
xween "themſelvs, drawing ſeveral 
you The v_ delights enely in the 
| preſent: 
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Soul has not onely, itszawn. hes of 
amore refined nature,but.it Ti on E- 
es concerning; thoſe .of : the Rod | 
weighs, a ſenſual Gratification. ee a- 
ſpiritual | Inconvericnca, - a. preſent. 
Good with a future;Evil z and it is 
able upon the: Compaxiſon,: of al. Cir-. 
cumitances to-chuſe what.is moſt.cons+, 
ducive. tothe Happineſs of the whole. 
Man. Now: from. this ſimple. Conſlis, 
deration.of, @ur own: Natuse, -Laffirm, 
that there! reſults this.plain-Duty,. ins; 
ctmbent.upon us, viz. That; we ought. 
to kegp: eur: Bodys in. continual. Subs. 


\ gedtion unto 0ur Souls, 46 Servants at= - 


#9 their. Maſters. .. And the reaſog. of 


contrary Pradtice. For. where this 
Subordination is' not cftabliſhed, R 
corporcal Gratifications. aw . excel[- 
five: And the Excels of fuck Gratifi- 
cations 


+; preſenr pate res ofi its ceSenfanpwlahs 
_ out, knowing any. Bounds therof, or. 
farelecing, any. Colaquences: 'T = 
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catiofis' breeds endlefs Inconveniencys:! 
Thofe of catitip” and* drinking tlond” 
and-darken the Undetftaniding, by the* 
groſs. Vapors which'they ſend up 'in-- 
to the Bram Others enervate the" 
Strength of the Body. »'The' very De«- 
fire of 'afty of them with earneftneſs 
excites Paſſions; breeds Diſorder in the 
Minde,:and untits 4t' for Deliberation.” 
And the toofrequent Indulgment ther- : 
of poſſeſſes the whole Soul, and ftifles- 
al [Fhoughts of any -nobler[Injoyment-' 
Tra Word therfore, 4# 4 ow' 3#diſpens: 
ſable Daty to uſe gredt Moderation in al' 
badily Satisfuttions, and to preſere' the 
anole Dominion of the Soul over the 
__ rviolatell, oO ON 


wa 


Fe "= 
a. . 


"*F.- This is very. wel. © But it is no-! 
thing elfſe' than what thou fayd'ſt e-. 
ven'now ; That we ought to govern 
al our Attions by Reaſon. '.. .* © # 
-S$..Tam very glad it'is fo. ..AndT' 
hope what T ſhal have occaſion to ſay” 
further in the remainder 'of my Re-' 
ſexrcties wil continu: to prove ſo like- 
os wile ; 
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wiſe: ' mean qr Ricks. Reaſow ati. 
Tru Intere# wil be always _ #0; be 
but one and the ſame thimg;"; .. 
. F. Proceed then, inthy. own Med C 
thod, to what thou thinkeft fit to eX+ 
plain i in-the.next place. T7 Tf reel 
.S. My next Task is to. inquire ins 


. to thole particular Dutys which we a 


obliged wnuto _ towards our Neighbors.” 


And that I may diſcern them clearly, Fe 


I judg it convenient to take-a View 0 
my own Circumſtances , and. of rhe 
Relations whercia I. ftand towards. 


- Others. Iconſider my ſelf as born na- 


ked into the World, uncapable to pros 
vide or help my ſelf even with the 
Neceſlarys ,* much leſs with the Con- 
veniencys, of Life ; and therfore ſtand- 
ing' in abſolute need of others Afi 
tance. From that Eſtate, by the A. 
fitance of others , I grow up gradu-. 
ally unto' fom meaſure of Strength, 


| and becom capable of many things. 
" But with al that” Capacity I am yet. 


far ſhort of being ble to provide a Tt 
or 


v! bf. ſtance. "For, 10 \ cet, 
SE Provitida implys ad leff than to 
2#,4CU ploy Earth, and, prepare: the 
» Fruits, of it for. Fogd and Rayment; | 
to kil the Bcaf : Sand prep re likewiſe. 
Fir PI bor, £ Meat, an Their. Skins 
EECES ar, ( loathing 3 A to. dig up 
Stones out of the Enfraits:0 fthe Earth, 
to hew down Trees: and build, Hou-' 
ſes for Defence againſt the Injurys of 
Weather ; The leaſt of which. things... 
requires, fo many, Inftrgmepts*, wher- 
ithal they, ar to be don';” ſo'much: 
Ke, and-Labor in the doing, that few: 
Men ar capable of executing any .0ne” 
| of them, Without. taking Advantage 
| and makips ufe .of ſom thing don by. 
Il ethers; much lefs can any Man be: 
ſl ever capable of al.” Nevertheleſs al 
theſc things ar ſo. abſolurchy. neceſſary. | 
|. Hor us, that it is aot poſſible, witbout, 
them to preſerv Life ; or tho'it could. 
be preſerved, yet even Life it {elf in. 
at Condition would not” be defira-. . 
ble This bei ing f@, 1 have param 
nee 
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#icher. fide-af any” other price.” T 
"the Neceſſity of vutwal Swebor ts 4 
kinde. together, in 08c common 

makes it. as neceſſary for eac 

.. dual - Perſons to endeavor the vood of 
the whole as: of himſelf in | Dai 1 [9 cular: 
becauſe he cannot _infby thebpeb 


There is the obligationof intreft which 
inforces. the: duty. .- Andour duty re-:. 
ſulting. rom”: hence” is -þ laigly” this; 
- That we bexr aj univer(al LoFapd Good-' 
[” artt-: 


w:ll-towards al Men. 4Or- "more. 


1 cularly, 'That*-we took uponour Veigh- 


 bor's concernment. gs 0ur - own, arid that 
lov We, beas re <p} to ſerv him inny oc- 
|  caſion as We defire he ſhould beg ferv 
us; Nay, that we {90k wpon the 7Encral” 
Ce Outer ment 'of  Mankinde as Far oe 
k 17:p0rt ant 
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pon Principles 'of 


{ that Law which Na- 
Lure, or God, obliges us unto towards 
ur Neighbors. © And whoever cartys 
this, in his minde 'wil need no great 
comment td teach him his Duty inpar- 
ticular" occafions. This hearty Bene> ** 
_ volence,/prohibits the doing any man- 
_ ner of Injury, and injoyns the doing al 
manner of Good. It lays allo the | 
foundation, of Goverment, and it ob- + | 
liges us to Truth and Juſtice, .and to at . 
other venues which ar mnicceflary to 
the preſervation of Societys. In tine, 
it{ecures the Happineſs of each man 
in this World, as muck'as that Happr- 
. neſs can pollibly Be ſecured. And 
therfore. I conclude amain;, that zh7s | 
. Friendly Di[pcſition towards ab men is 4 
,Feciprocat Duty, way es a | 
| ſus 
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|. > Seen 4 Very. OE oe of "1 bs 
{ ,. an Excelleney ſtrikes me down. before 
Ve him? in humble Adoration! .. "The fur- 
 . ther contemplation. of it ſhews me my 
| -- dury of fibmicting > Pay unto al 
| ...the, diſpeuſations_ 

_ as being: Fred that whateyer is orde< 
E red by Juch an Almighty Principle, of 


IF. 
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"with. the pong of #5 ng Peaks 
and therby drawn into an ardent defire 
of ijoyidg thoſe of them which ar 
- communicable, and of imitating %oſe 
of chem which ar imitable, according 
to, fe. FE egree of my Bp war That * 
; eh my thoug praticular- + 
RG P55) 1/dom and Coddanf? > | 
" ghe firft. of. which remindes me to 
Pe al my Aftions by, that meaſure of 
Wife dem, . that prineiple of Reaſon, 
4 --whicti he. has given me: the other is 
© a new incitement to al Aﬀts of Kindveſs 
_ Fowaras thoſe that ar within my reach, 
; 811d 10 4h wnlimited Benevolente towards 
4] mew. Al theſe things, and al the 
* reſt that T-have deduced: from former 
« Heads, ar inforced upon me by the 
FE of this ſupreme Law=givyer. 
nd this 15 the Perfe bY al myDutys,' | 
that 1 perforis then 0 eaience to bis 
ſpit? end with [o ex? « Sincerity, 
6 nay 25v me confidence. before him 


; who behold s the meh. Seorets 7 ” 
; PF + 
od | F- 


Ir 


- vs. 


al theſe Dutys Thave hinted at;ar! evis" 
_ dent means of rendring me;ak 


_ Ingredient which Trequired' in'al'our- 
Durys.(T' mean thatof Sincerity) dos: 


ff Guty5,45 wel as thereft, ewes 


ENCE ROE 


-t ls Py HIboc nritted, |. 
upon this laſt 'head, - to :ſhew how. 
theſe particular: dutys towards': God! 
com to havethe force:'of '2/Law upon” 
At leaſt thou '\baft not Jonit;' as” 
in the former” heads, by * ett their 
connexity With our Iatrelt- / 

'-S. If T have not don it Toexpr 
as I ſhould have don, yer I. ire 
have tacitly implyed-it.*'Befidesr cliny | 


unto" my Maker, and Tonſeqiar ly "of- - 
obralaing the fruits ofhijs favor; which 
muſt "needs 'include' a highdegree of. 
Happineſs ; I ſay, beſides that, the 


earry along with it its 'own' Reward, | 
viz,:that SatisfaQion of Minde which 


_ Is nat otherwiſe tobe had; andwhich- 


we have ſom while'ago concluded: to? 


_ bethehigheſt degree of Happineſsthax : 


we can here attain unto.Sorhxt thus Ser 
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forcewentof Iotereſ to ror 4 Lim, 
F, Well; .fince thou haſt now gon- 
the? thy; propoſed Claſſes of duty," Þ- 
wil at this time takea little review- 
what thou haft {aid ; that we may ſee. 
whetherany difficulty yet remain, -and : 
what further 1s; .to be inquired after. . 
Upon our Moderation in corporal .un« 
joyments,] and the apt diſpoſitionrof- 
our bodily-Qrgans'; follows aclearnels 
of. Minds bc ro dire us-in the - 
choice and; proſecution of 'our- greatett 
Good; _Upon our; Kindneſs: towards 
others: follows their kindneſs towards 
effects' of that Mutual 
Kindneſs, ar privfte 'conveniency; and. 
blicſecurity. Uponour hum land” 
cere:Adoration: of an al-ſeeing God 


7 ollowsthar inward Comfort-and Satis--. 


faQtion of minde which [ſurpaſſes al, 
ther Worldly: Felicity, - And-upen; 

contrary'ot al theſe prabtices follow - 
the opal inconvenicfcys.' So that | 


| wo Qbligaton nnto theſe natural Dutys: 


diby the natural Effetts of therr. 
Obſer: £1 Dance 


ww bd 
. 
ds A 


d & il kD 44% "TI * 
} 
* 0 - 


5 Sd 


—_— a; Y wow gy I —_—_—_— \ 4 nad ane: A doi wh. aol +4... _D©0v/ 
ww ee a, . * « KS # » © ; - 
* 


| Obſern er VANCE Or ; Neel; ; "That 


RT, Te tied a. ich bg 0" 
| o "4% = ' : . 
ces tt 


- fo necellarily follow thoſe Dutys but 


_ And#the kindeſt natured. Per lons:ar 
- forties expoſed, bo 


> OL hon HS ore 
4 Tax Hut $88 IST Seats; 


Rewards and. Puniſhments-. - 
fubſtanceiof thy. diſcourſe upon tholg 
heads: :\ Let, us now | examin if it be 


clear and-.unconteſtable.. I, ask thes 
therfore;-. Do: theſe! Conſequences fo - 


neceſſarily follow their Premiſes, theſe 
Effects #6 Cauſes, that 'whoeyer pra+ 
Riſes thoſe Dutys cannot fail:to obtain 
that Happinels, and who neglects them: 


tofalints thoſe Inconyeniencys that we. 


bave.diſcourſed of? 
S.-- I muſt acknowleds that thoſs 
two firft ſorts of Happineſs, -which- I 
have' deſcribed as appertaining to the 
two fir Claſſes of Duty, do not. indeed 


that they may. ſomtimes fail, The 
Soul has not ſo abſolute a SU Periority: 


over the! Body as not tobe {oumtimes 
difturbed- thereby in her F EY 


Injury. 1 NevertheleſsY a: Dutys .ax 
the Phinand ordinary m@ns toavayd 
E 4 T theſe 
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t+ (0.3 it do. not gly. an abſolute,, compleat 
Ss Lane 


Can admit; abs fhcondoroukibe, Intal- 
libleif it wereuniverſally received.T he 
Rule therfore:xtwſt not be wholly re- | 
jetted becauſe of ſom few Excoptions; : 
eſpecially when thoſe. exceptions. ariſe 


| (as here) from extraneous cauſes: But 
hewever that be;:the condition-of In- 
tegrity, which I mentioned. under the 


lait Clafſis of Duty, . and required! asa 
neceſſary eircumſtance. in al the reſt, 
dos. ns and infallibl y.- produce » 
the Happineſs 'which:I aſcribed to- its 
An Dpright Conſcience eff ablifhes- the 
Mine in ax unſbaken Peace, and-fils-it - 
with joys  anſpeakable.' "That: therfore. « 


-fupplys: the deficiency of the reſt, and 
_ © $5:an inforcement ſufficient .to.make 


the Law, which injayns al: thefore> 
mentioned Dutys, .indifpenfable. -.:For 


a—appinels wirchout al 
&# #1ves 4+ beſt that .our 
1n ts Mpeld ar capable of, 


doubt it «is otherwiſou Nay TI 
. tel: thee plainly; that'inthe Donna of: 
| this World the Deſpiſers of thoſe Rules; 
_ do oft-tumes ſeem to.injoy! that; very: 
Felicity which theObſetvers of. then? 
ſeek in vain.' Thoſe that indulge them: 
- ſelves in bodily Exceſſes,have neverthes, 
leſs their ſpir ea] Facultys both quick 
———_— Thoſe that have #0 Bowels: 
+ | of tenderneſs towards their Brethere 
advance themſelvs {1n Riches, Honor: 
and Power; by Fraud: and- Vielence- 
- | - And#hofe:thatthave no Senſe of «1 
+ | «contentthemſelvs in theſewordly Sues | 
celles 3 and:; {0 injoy- Tranquility — 
. Minde, without lookirig any furthers - 
Theſe things being fo, A wilt dg 
| | welto conlider/whether:they do not 
in-ſom meaſure invalidate thy-reaſo- 
nings,or interfere with thy concluſions | 
- «<6. Yes, | they ſeem indeed-to'doriti | 
Forj if — of Dury erin 
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rthePer nbd 5 Diity; but 
_ aPrattice directly contra. 


broken, aud*Mankinde let loſe to'al 
manger of diforders. Iſay this ſeems 
to be. the Conſequence of chat State-of 
thin + Which| you have now! repre- 
ſeared. '-ButI-think T have+the Solus 
tion of: that-difficulry: ready.at hand, 


thetmng; is either. nat' ſo as you have 


xepreſenced it,” or elſe that that Conſe- 


of. Duty: 


And, firſt, from the Abſurdity-of that 
confequence-I. argu in. general, roms 


quence 1s not neceflary, + For, ifthere. 


werenoReſtrainc ofan inward Law in 
theHearts of Men, withiregard tothe 


obtaining a private Advantape be in- 
Aibererl made- uſe of as'they. might 
ppear likely: 'to giv Succeſs; and by 


- That means Fraud and Violence, which 
= now but in ſom*few-diforderlyti 
7 


ns, 'woLld ther overſpread che 


and - expoſe! al Mankind” to 
coral Confuſion or 'utter--Ruin : 


W hich 


er il Good, theniwould al Means of © 


- 


Which jo ery Hi Hits con? 
fiftant with.-the infinite” Wiſdom" -and> 
-4: Goodneſs of God;' that irisin:no wiſe: 
ro be. admitted; Tproceed therfore'ta.: 
a more particular Examination of the. 
Queſtion: And; ifthe: next place, 4: 
deny the Suppoſition, that thoſe Men of" 
Exceſs. and Violniez thoſe that have" 
103: regard either\to God i'or Map, "ao3 
ever attain to'uny comperent Degree of” 
tolerable Happineſs. "Vhey may: Tas: 
accumulate' Riches, and/other. worlde 
ly Enjoyments, but that is al ehey cam - 
do. Their Excefſes will infallibly, by* 
degrees, obſcure and weakew'theif”In-* 
telieQs; afid the Conſciouſnels'of ts 
| Wrong' they 'do unto others wit gaa | 
their Mindes;with' Jealoufys arid Ve art . 
of the like Returns from:thaf-rhey” 
have injured Which is more" than; 
ſufficient r0-ebrru ” their J hey- 


procectl onely feces a Hs) rs 
nels ; and not being-built upon-#/erty/ 
wg eng. of their own - Conditions 


ws or £3 
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In react i beer no 5 fm gp Thus at 
cir- pretended © Happineſs dwindles - 
ig a meer Nothing; and foleavs the . 
Objetion-arifing from: it wirhour any. 
Pocce., 'But if: it ſhGuld ftil beurg 
Ma: theſe, .worldly-Imoyments: ar. ſo. 

10dated to our worldly ors 204 | 

kong "chint.: {1n ſpiteof +al Rae 
Our very Senſe wil foree us to acknow ; 
ledg that they ar: mroceg Tngtedients : 
_ © qur Happineſs here; and-if ie be 
oh argued, that the unequal: 'Di- 
Aplkapfinn: of _ takes” away the 
Force. of that Law which. I have al. 
 alogg endeayored toeſtablifh; To this 
Ewilatiſwer, in the laſt place, -by con: 
' ££es ing. the. EPI and denying - 
be 'Cagggquence. _ Grant that! debeit- 


 . Gland By Feng obar then? Ls J 
|} mot immediatly reject things already 
Iii royed ; but ratber firſt try whether 
lk Suppoſition: 'be'really inconſiftanc. 
RE: - therwith= 


as ek foe 13925 Nan. 
9 To cafy, and {6 happy, hab in- 
' Read of loog'ning ady Joint of my Fa» 
' bricz-it. wil preve the laſt Pin-to faftem 
al the Parts of it indiffolubly. T: re- 
view therfore my Idea of the Divine. 
Perfe&ions, 4nd from the” Conpunition 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs Tfinde cacthier 
- of equal Evidence { not yet named F; 
to reſult ; and that is Ju#rce.” By his 
* Juſtice L ain aſſured: that; sf he hewe 
obliged us unto any ſort of Duty by the 
| expettation of Reward', and") orbjaden 
the contrary by fear of Puniſpment, be 
" wil not, hes 2 wot, fail to, confey that 
Reward upow al thoſe that ſal perform 
thas Daty, aud inflict that Puniſbmeut 
| «ek the Tranſgreſſors of it. Since 
rfore it happens that this Retributi+ 
'onof Rewar, Nod Puailkineyes inthis 
your hawever conſiderable” in ge- 
neral, yet is as ſo perfeQly exaQt in 
ny euey; cular, 1210 ko voyd: of al 
ifficulty ; -I hereupon . cal to mide 


the | 


ES 24 al Catoc' 


when I Ou Dy 


-whe Wet name" 
Soul as capa la it.;. and.now- Jilee 
not onely that; ſility, but, even ts 
aatbſdlayes Neceſſity « the thing: For if 
| .God be perfetly. Juſt, and 1fithe-Re- 
i .wards and; Punit ments: which-. his 
-Juftice- ingages, bim, to diſtribute: or 
| anflict,be nordiltribured or inflicted in 
Qi.il [this World, -we muſt ,neceſfarily. haye 
mil. for \Subfiftance hereafter. ;- in; which 
mh Eſtate be: may. diſtribute , or inflict 
-chem;. and be then. wil.certainly agd 
-wnfallibly do it;.. This, I lay, not 
-.onely lens your Objection, but.it 
ads a new Force toal.that. have hi- 
. therto endeavored to eſtabliſh. . ESL 
+, F, F acknowledg. it. dos ſos - And 
il -cherfgre I wil.now. trouble thee. with 
| - _ mo more Objections, bur -expeCt the 
--Proſecution of -what thou-baſt further 
; yyrapeled. unto thy ſelf ro inquiro 
F 1. 86 Truly Ido not ſee; what further 
'T have to. -profecure: | 1 bad indeed 
pro- 


WW % Ww. 


bound, unto.: But»you 
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ts 7 


| ys (Ss, ES Happi 
I-thirſt after, . would. 
obſervance of thoſe. Duths: that I am 

have SJ 
brought me to'.the Reſolution of that 
Inqui Size the AS Crod 38 
obliged i by his" Own | Eſſential Proper- 


fys, por Condition of that Obſervance, 
to confer that Happineſs upon me in# 
future Life, Thaue'but towalk: fteadply in 
the Way that he has preſcribed ( Tragaiti 
1t-:that way: which the! Nature of 
Things, the-Courſe of univerſal Good, 


obliges me 20.) ard I am aſſured that þ 


ſhal'not fail ro: obtain it. © 
F. Adonely one word further, and 
tel me' what ſort of H; 


. It is impoſſible for:me.to de- 
ſcribe chat future Happineſs: in ſuch a 
manner as thoſe things that ar the Ob- 
jects of my Senſes, or marter of preſent 


F Arhoy apa Buri it ſuffices mg toknogw 


that 


apy; "as 


pineſs that is 
which thou expecteſt to obtain in, another : 
hoy. and T have don. .- | 
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> Tocs hay er highefs Degri ef Per 
- Feltson,” which wit 19, into «Con _ 
oy unto! the Divine. Nature ,''from. 
| x Jprum _: And that its Da- 
 ationwilbe Erernat.. This is an Abyſs - 
' im-which- my Thoughts. ar drown-- 
ad: No. wander Ts if Exprefli- 2 
ons fail me; ' ©y.y CENENS Io, 
v'F.. I-expe& no. more from tes. 
 Thonhafb followed thy natural Light. 
- S faras.t ſhines with any Clearncls. 
- What -lurther remains to. be Jag. 
at nay be uſefol-in the. purſuit of: 
ipneſs, has been communicated. to 
Ia ne 'Þ F 'Divine Revelation, and i is: 
- therefore a Sbjett of. Inſtruftion, ra-: * 
Hos white than *Reficftion”. It is xather.to -| 
.  - be liſtned unto, .than ſtudycd. far. 1 7 
"wil therforeſomi other time endeavor- | 

| roexplain untothee my Conception: of  - 
hg choſe things. But in the' mcan while | 
' F adviſethee to revolv oft in thy. own - 
_"Mindethe Force of al theſe, pee wy 
I | kewl | 
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tations this we! hive now: - got t 6 - 
 fow:' "They wil. ingage thee to an 

oxa@Performance k: thy Duty in al 
Occaſions. | Andie Performance 4 
that pr me 2 " 742 of 


-* "-Detr "Si, I bs "of You to to 
defer'the Inftrudtion You promiſe me, 
yatil another Time: Sinc -there re=- . 
” miains furtherMatter to be [1nquired' 
' F into,c Tcan hiaveno'ReſFril £h, we diſs. 
I euitae. * My Minde is 'now. {0 "Wars 
_ | medovith theſe. Things, Suireh re can 
: | be no Tine fitter | for: a&*>-rhan the 
 Þ preſent; x0, contigue tiNgditation 
| of then.” Andbeſides al JO, 'WE-ar 
” | ready fo faradvanced v ur: ay, 
thar*T: cannot 'thiak 'our:: remaining 
_ Jeurncy wil-bevery long.” .Icarneſts' | 
> 3 1y intreat: you 'therfore | to - continue | | 
FE Inſtruftians, without Interrupti- . 
to, the End.'* And ſeeing Þ am, 
| Henceforwands, to learn more dire&tly 
| by ; TeÞ. Leiſoas, _ heveofore,” 5 
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- your Litoas,rhe 


while you Were = pleaſed to ves me ir Y 


_ theExerciſe of my own-Reflexions'; I: 


marry you now to ſuffer. me . to pro-- 
pal e ſuch” Inquirys4as' I finde my ſelf 

{t capable to 0 comprehend; thatiſo 
properly ſuitedto. 


my Wants, may the-more. cafily ſups 


_ ply them, and remove'al Doubts' or 


Difficultys that ſhal ariſe, . 
F. Secing thou art not wearyed with 
this Converſatien, I .am not onely. 
willing,” but ſhal rake. Pleaſure to con- 
tinw it. -L approve alſo" of. thei Mes 
thod theu hintcſt at, of thy propoſing, 
and my reſolving, what Queftions or 
DNCULLY I. LIUL mayſt findc needful; 
The Pur Ty ſuit therof, with ſuch Atten« 
rion  of:Minde. as thou haſt hitherto 
exerciſed, wilſtil: lead us; in a natu- 
ral Order, unto. the End of our Way. 
Do thou therfore, at this'time, a&@ the | 
Part of: the Catechzzer ;. I am content 4 
to be the Reſpordent, . | 
$. That Condeſcentions,is ſi table 
to your accuſtomed Govencls? 6m « ; 


td 


of Hal 1 us | moſt © 
T tance therof, not to tratiſpre6 the” 
.  Boundsgf niy Duty. The firſt Dif-. 


P 3 * %eE, 


 affpxds us;. is urgent upon, Two Ace 


Sapdings » £8 GE to "incline 


mo 


, 6 TLFI5 DT, 


are, "In og ir 


ficulty then, that 1 fire ro propound, 
ariſes from your” aſt Words. Since 
you acknowledg that thoſe Diſcoverys 
which ar made” by" the Light of Nas 
tire, af capable to condiitt a Man to 
Eternal Felicity, [ 4s n0t readily per- 


- ceiviwhat [artber Need there was of any 
| The Diſcovery by Divine Reveljon, 


7 what weed there is now (T fay, up; 
pon. that Suppglition ) for we fo look 
into it, 

\ Fe. the need of ſom. filrther Help. 
ry what the meer Light of. Nature 


COUNts. The one, to opes' Or /40r s 
 OUP 


'Theſ= Diſte "ye that: we have - 
therby made, ar the EAR of deep 
Meditation,” which the Year: ſort 7 

People ar not capable of. y ther-. 
Fore have need to be inſtrutted oe 
A Tom Perſon of ſuch'Credit as, may .. 
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 deſery to be truſted upon 
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| his Word: 
And as for. thoſe who diſcern theſe 
Things in ſom meaſure;by the Strength 
of Reaſon, even they, too frequently, 
do cither {lip or break the fige-ipun 
Thread of 'their own Conſequences, 
and ſtand in'need of a fironger Force 
to ſubjeft them unto their Duty. | 
_ S.Inowperceiv that Neceſlity ; and 
therfore intreat you, in the next Place, 
to ſhew .me how it has been ſup- 
plyed. BY +, LM 

F. This has been admirably don'by 
the. coming. of Jeſus Chrift into the 
World : By his Dottrin, his Life, his \ 


— 


Miracles, his Death and Reſarreftion. ; 


*Tis,. ina Word, the Chriſtian Reli= + 
giow Which givs us new Degrees both 

of Light and Strength, ſurpaſling thofe 
of common Nature. © bes 


S. You wil oblige me in explaining” 


theſe Things more- particularly.  _ . 


#F. Remember then that thou haft* 
already demonſtrated, That fo obtain 
the perfeit Happineſs we aſpire _ I 
| {vere 


« . 
or 1 TEWET- / 


J. 
: 


| I Rational Catechiſhy; 69 | 
there ar no other Means afforded 
| ins thaw the hearty and ſincere 
Compliance with thoſe  Dutys 
that ar required from us. I lay, = 
there arno other 'Means that .. 
we our ſelyvs can make-ulc of, 
or at leaſt, that can be effe&u- 
al without this, For whate- * 
ver other Motives may have 
influenced the ſecret Connſels of 
the Almighty, to incline him 
to beitow that Happineſs upon 
any Number of Men, they ar 
abov our Comprehenſion, and 
ought therfore to be d:/courſed 


bran 


of with great Reſerwvedneſs , or 

rather admired iz humble Si- w- 
lence. We ar taught that (4) « Dus. 4 
Secret Things belonz wnto the * F | 
Lord our God: But thoſe things Av 
which 'ar revealea belong untd 
#s, awd our Chilaren, for ever 7 
#hat - we may dg al the Words of 
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his Lew.' That being fa, I 
wil undertake no further thag 
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0 cenfider how the coming of 
Jefus-Chrift into the World is 
helpful to us ih the perfor- 
mance. of thoſe 'Dutys which * 
we have determined to be' the 
onely Way which Teads unto | 
Happineſs. + = | 
*. S. Ideſire alſo othiris fur= 
. ther. © For I comprehend al- 
ready that the Uniting, in this 
manner, revealed, and natural. 
Religion (if in ffe&t they ar 
Eapable of ſuch 'a Union ) wil 
render the whole Buſineſs ef 
Religion fo uniform, ' that T 
thai the+more eafily digeſt it 
my Minde, and have need 
to make the fewer ObjeCtions.' 
Wherfore T beſeech' you to 
continue your own Deſign. 

'F. In the firit Place, I'lay, 
That the Dottrin' of TJeſus- 
Chrift dfferds us onevery great 
Help towards the Performance 
of our Duty, in that"it drives 
we} + $4 PEER FJ 
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ut the greatelt Parity, and 1s 
 Perſpicnity imaginable. None 


| the Mount, or the other In- 
ſtru&ions'that-ar interſperſed 
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delivered with --rhe . greateſt ©. 


that read lis Sermon upon 


throughout his whole Hiſtory, 
and the other - Writings of his 
Diſciples, but-may clearly un- 


4 
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 derſtand what is required from 


them. (6) Spiritual Adoration. 
'(c) Purity and Integrity of Heart. 
(4) Unblameableneſs of Life anti 
Converſation. (e) A Conſcience 
- void of Offence both towards 
God and towards Men, Theſe 
Principles ar frequently .:incul- 
cated throughout © the "whole 


' New-Teſtament', and explai-- © * 
ned in numerous Inſtances of . »w+7*F 
-particular Datys.: © But the Ef - FREY 


f Romi"t4, 3 


fence of al is {aid to be(f )Low: 
«which onr Savior himſelf ex- 


tending both to Go & (g) Mas, 


teaches us that therupen de- 
F 4 pead 


b Joh. 4.24. 


.Cc Matt. «.$, 


I Cor.s. KF 


4 Phil.2. 1542; ; 


1 Theſ.2.1e. © 
1'Tim. 5. 7. 
I Pet. 24-19; 
e At.24.14. 
2 Cor. 1.12. 
of Pet.3#21. 


I John 3.19.7 / 2 
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g Matt. 22, 7} 
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| _ both: þ 43 Lo 4-2} Fry 
: Mart. - {we Intenſively, ( 2) to- 
Luke 14-25. wards God, onr Low maſt be ſu- 
| perlative ; extenſively, rowerds 
az ( h ) Man, it maſt be univerſal, | 
In a word, the Sum. of-al his. 
- Inftruftion is reduced to theſe 
eric. 13 three Heads,of (:){iving Sober- 
ty, Righteouſly, and. Godlily, 
which ar the very ſame into 
| 18 which thou didſt Ven now 
|| ( diftribute our Duty, ', But ne- 
1 vertheleſs the Advantage Man- 
kind:- xeceivs - he our Savior's 
| | KT dy ceachink that Doctrin is 
| acer. 25, very great: ' cle he has 
4% mates Hat itavith 4 Clearneſs ſnited 
25" Fo-th0g:(0) meaneſt Capacity, and 
Br: 2. 4. with an (c) Evidence irreþpſtible. 
S.Iacknowledg that Advan- 
tage to be really great ;  Butas 
you have: hinted: alſo at. ſom 
others, Thunibly intreat you to'. 
continu to illuſtrate them, 


F: The 
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given us an:Examble of Obes == 


in(c)aoing and in(d) ſuffering : eMart. 3.156 
An Example of(e)Humlity,(f) Tat tos 


«other : ACk )Perfett Example 22. 
in reſpe& of every Duty. that **** 35 
he requires from us : Andian LENS 
Example which we aught ther. n, 12. 
. fore to (1) follow. This i8:an 6perr.18., 
'} Advantage that was not af- !9%* 3: 
forded either to Fews or Heas » John 2.64 
zhens. . Andit is no {inal one. 
F For it both removes al Doubts 
| that might have riſen .about. 
the Interpretatian of his Com- 
| mands, by ſhewing: us their 
| Meaning in_ their  Perfor- 
mance ; And it ſtrengthens us 
/ 4 againft 


4 
«# 


RY LIE a; 7 bY bh ' tad "of 44th 24.4% < " ” L# . VF VF" a” oF 
» > ."Y wokrg 0 4" LE.-+ > en f OE# mY d of inal 1] i SN: YI "wy 36 "at > , ? 
- IRS $i ap" pas 2. 5” LY $0 he Ve ED OS OTE Fay nt PE RI, JF "© 
SAD, nts, > 4 > " : PEEL a ls OE v-. by. 3, * mT et IS LOIEW " ot We y "” 
$44 F<, He oF bo Bos 5, 0 ©» dT25y SES pt, {4 oy he Ry Ts 3; A 
iS 0 þ if 
wm - 


- againſt at - Difflieultys that 
might have appeared therin, 
by: ſhewing' us that Perfor- 

mance accompliſhed by ' one | 

6 Keb.2.17. WhO 45 in al.(b) things made 
'« - dike unto ws, and ſubjet unto 

the [ame In firmitys 45. onr ſelvs, 
\J'\ « Meb.4.15: yer ( C) without Sim, © 
81] 138 +, , --48. I acquieſce"in this alſo ; 
Wi - And ſhal liften with Pleaſire 
- co\the reſt .of your Obſeryati> . 
Ons. - - wer nan} LY Fo 1 K 
. 3, 'A Third Advantage ari- 
_- Jing-unto: Menkinde by Jeſns- 
_ Chriff, \is- from the 'Conlidera- 
tion of thoſe Miracles that were 
- wrought by:him. * That Teſti- 
+. -  - mony was: neceflary to make- 
44 avatt. 12. 11S) Deftrin - more: eaſily re- 
Tia, .ccived. For. (a) without Signes 
| "2 Cor.1.22. 0nd Wonders Men wonld not a(- 
A Sm nl ſent to it.” * But when they 7 
Join 5: 14- the Miracles which he did, they - 
5: Br: -(eYbelieved in him,and concluded b 
"v6. that he was « Teacher (f') ſemt © 
| SAIL a 0g | YOPS - 


SS 


from Golf beeans( yy tenth F Jon: IG 
"May could do ſuch things except 
God were with him. Thus 


W, orld by Miractes, «nd W on- 


'wrought among - hens? \ And 
that gave him Credit and(N) An- b Matt. 7. 


"Weight ; * And' that not oncly 


- ſus-Chriſt had both taught and » 
. ſhewn Men what they were by 


"the viſible Effeds of —_ Dt- - {6 


God ('g ) approved him unto the * 4dte.22, 
aers, *and *Si gnes., "which he 


thority abov ether Potters, anll wan. 
added a1 extraor dinary(s) Power * uk 4-30 
anto his Words. 

: $, This indeed is of great 


init lelf” but it ads allo' a new 
Force unro your two forego- 
ing Remarks. - For when Fe- 


to do, they might ſtil have de- 

manded- ( as indeed ſom of =: 
them did) by whai(k) Authority Matt.2r. 
he required thoſe Things 4 war. 4 
their Hands.” But - when, by ,,, © | 


JO. 2. 


vine Power , he had - demion- 
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\ Lak © ar is Di- 
vine Commiſſion, it was.hard 


then to refuſe Subjection uns 
zo him. . . 

WE 27 Thou obſervell wel. But 
the; greatef Force of al the 
Evangelical Diſpenſation res 


. mains yet behinde.;Tt lys in that 


clear Evidence that he has gi- 
venus of 4 future Life,in which 
wear to expett cither Rewards 
or Puniſhments anſwerable to 
eur Conduct in this. That was 


-alſo requiſite to make. his Law 


ſtil more gbligatory. And the 

t Advantage we have by 
him, aboy al the Diſcoverys of 
gatural Light, is that the one 
'gave but faint Glimmerings of | 


'that Truth ; but the other has 


cleared it up. like N oon-day,be- 


= yo al poſſibility of doubting. 


e taught it-plainly, declaring 
that his (b) Kingdom was not of 


36. His W orla.; £ L xhorting ws is 
lay 


l EAI ns 12; , Ix | , 
0 2, TS. ra he Lag "33> oY 

v 7* kr»? M "4x" ven : FX = 

»* Fr - * i 3 FA- < 208-8 


Ak £ 


1. © 


4 


ſay wp our 
ven, where it would be ſecare 

aud incorruptible; Shewins ws 

that the means of gettins ay ' 
Prattice of theſe Vertues thus **: &< 
he had required; awd that theſe 
who did (d ) Ovod ſhould ﬆ the ajora 5.25; 
lift Day com forth unts the Re- 
ſarretion of Life, but thoſe 

who did Evil, wnto the Reſar- 

reftion of Damnation, "This, - 

I ſay, was his DoQtrine. And - 

the: Belief of this being of the . 
ercateft Importance, He -was 

not content to confirm. it .one-. 

tyby thatgeneral Credit which - 

his other, Miracles acquired 


him ” but he alſo ( ey foretold [- Meng m_ 
both his aws Death and Refure war. yrs 


Feition, and after having ſuf 7 5:38 


fered the auehe (f) accompliſhed Mare.20,18, 


the other ;" that ſo he-might, fraur.28.6e 

_ by a peculiar Miraele, adapted CY 

w-the very Cale, prove. the , 
INS Truth 
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(b) Treaſtire in Hes PMatt5.20- 
) afar A. "-;-:4, Luke 12.33» 


(c) Entrance there was by the « wats. 2; 


> : «b Ne . " 
" 42.8% p "ug" Bs. Fr 
"Ig 7 bony Ma 29s Is 
n Fa o ” ",2 ws 0 
F bp 


AR EISTY *ruth-s Frhis DoGri Ne 

B A cular. : Laney 
b 2 Tim. 1- jt is,that by him mes The Fra 
mortality ar brought. to light. 

. . Nat onely his own, but Ours. 

6x Cor. 5. ' For that #5 the(c)C enſequence the 
I Thel. 4 o_ . Apoſt les always. firmly WANs. 

Epete 3 7@ined. \.. And the Application 

'* +  - they madegfthat Conſequence 

to Praftice was ,, that thoſe 

who admitted: it ſhould. liv an- 

_ . Twerablyto the Hopes it gave 

Mn, them; that .is to tay, (d)Sober- 

= ” ty,Righteouft fly ang Go ality; in al 
e 2Pet. 3.17. G7 Holy C onerFaian,CO)BLame: 

4 2 Cort: 471d without Spot, (&) cleap: 
ſed from al Filthipe[s of. Fit 

_ " and Spirit, perfetting Fr 

: Þ x Joh,3.3- 298 the fear of God,and (h) part: 

| _ thing themſelves even as God 
"6 Pure; ts the end that by ſuch 

©" as oO riff Continuance 11 wel-da- 

ting they michs, ff r0 Eterndl 

Ell | by 
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TOE, 


the ſame in Linde with-that 
wherewithal'T concluded my 
Diſquiſitions , | but- infinitely 
frronger, and more proper to 
incline Men's Wils,. and binde 
thera to the exaCt Performance 


of their- Duty. - And now I 


am - abundantly ſatisfed that 
theſc Geatal: ;Advantages:; 


Chriſt, do.iper- 

ply thoſe Defettsand 
Nene under which our 
natural. Condition” labored 
But that being :ſo., I pereciy 


i$ _ a _ fay occur. unte 


| ar 
Imperfec 


. the great Importance of ano- 
ther Inquiry, which might in- 
deed more naturally have-pre- 
ceded theſe -Explications';of 


Fours,: but -1s not yet: unſea- 


fonable. It is this. Scing the. 
Go/pel of Feſus-Chriſt. 3s {Þ- 


proper 


'82 You tiave' arte kD Y 
to repreſent this as the wtrve/F: 
Force of the Goſpel. It is indeed 
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Way ys. which lead to. Eternal 
Happinek ; - T. would gladly 
know'by what kiade of Proof 
we may: be fully, affured of its 
Truth: E'mean ; that + ſuch 
Things were really [aid «nddon 
asar therin recorded: For there 


lys:the Streſs of ' the--whole 
Matter. And it beheovs us: to 


ſee that the Foundations be ves 
4 ſure, upon which we build - | 
| important. a Strufture as 


this: 1 IS. ES I 


©. Then jadget rightly of. | 


che: great: Importance 0f the 


; 
Tnquiry thou! now makeſt. Far -. 


if rhe Hiſtory. of Feſus-C my 


be not tru, then. ar al 'Con 


quences. drawn - from thence : 
vain and frivolous. But if ic 
be tru that he /«5dand did what + - 
the E2amgeliſts record of him, * + 


ER are al wy (OTE Cons - 


clufions | 
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- hat? Arran my 'N ow: be 
Prof :hercaf appears to me. 
moſt evident; in the: hiftorical == 
Series-of ; what. followed his "J 
$ > mn wo Tt; is; matter of 
that we inquireafter {viz 
1 Thathe liv'd, and taught, as ts = 
W zecorded. of bins 3 and that he | 
7 confirmed hisTeaching during his 
Af. Life by Miracles; 4nd much more 
8 after his Death; by br. Reſwr- 
i z803. - This is. atteſted by: - - 0 
J - the Apoſtles, * Diſciples,: and, . 
4 primitive Chriſtians : in whom, EE 
Ttherfore' we ar. to examin twg'. 
' things; :. Firſt, Their C apactty.. 
, to.judg of what they law and 
| heard, (I meanonely that they: 
.F . did really {ze andhear it : )and. 
*« chen their Fidelity in reparti ng 
. it. - Now the.Capecity necel- 
_ ary to diſcern {uch apparent: 
' wpatters of fact as ar the founs. 
lation of Chriſtianity , 1s: 
Is <a , that every-Man. of. 
WEN . G Common 
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common fenſe is ſufficiently 
| endowed with it :' and ther= 
X _ fore it cannot be doubted of in - 
WW - thoſe Witneſſes. Their \Fide- 
[ity has ſeveral Confirmations : 
= as, The exemplary Purity and 
— Jo. unblamableneſs of their (b) Car- F 
W| _ 2 riagein a other reſpetts :' theiv 
'S 10. (Cc) Diſentereſſedneſs even in this 
— 642:2-33» reſpect, in that they ſought no 
2 Thel. 3-5. worldly Advantage'sy their Teſ- 
x Cor. 4.11, #141104) * may more, their Suſfer- 
2 Tim.z.11. 188 al manner of (d)Perſecution, 
| - $43-7:5% and even(e)Deathit ſelf,for con-. 
| firmatiow of its' Truth - and. 
; finally the concurrent Teftimony 
from Heaven which accompa=- . | 
nied their Miniſtry, by” ina-+ ..,, 
bling Them {even as. Chriſt -. 
-  f Mark. 16. himielf ) towork Srgmes (| ) and: / 
AR. 19. 11. Wonders and divers Miracles. \ 
:2. Let this be applyed to' rhoſe- 
He 2:4 who were themſelves Ey-wite 
nefles- of our Savior's peridr 
Mances, thoſe many Thaw} 
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"Who ſaw and' believed in him. L 
"Then let us look into the Fruit 
"= of their Miniſtry, the hiforical 

| Seresof things aWTeven now 

b called it. After his Death the/c 

d | Witneſſes ſpred themſelus into 


y 
{4 


Yo ſeveral (b)Ree tors andC ONPETYS, bARS.15. 
p | & (OC) Milions were convinced of vo. 409: 
ps the Trath of their report, by the in 
| #rreſifible Evidence which they 8 #.ia. | 
gave 'of it. \- Theſe” Milions'caa. a2 
again produced orhers, being 159.4 
| #l "accompanied with a divine _ 
{ (d) Blefing ont very many (du- ht nds 
'4 * ringthefirlt Ages)with 2 (dg. 3omi5-15. 
 vixe Power, ſo lons til Chriſti- 

afify over ; aha in a manner, 

the face of the whole Earth. 

This is plain'Matrer of Fa&t. * 

The” Records: "theſe' things, | 
_ Whether in the Go/pel it-(elf; 
_ of in the(f)Fftorys of the next 

neceeding i Ages ,: do | al agree Authors ; 
| 17 the fame account "ther of. . low Folic... 
4 - And fincethattime, thoſe Re=" 
£0, G 3 cords 


8 


( 


| By 


formal  Catec| cy vita: FY 


Pi. ga." qa , through the fucceſ- 

| ſion of ſeveral Ages,been.con-, 
veyed unto us,. with the ſame, 
or greater, 4certitude than any 
other Hiſtory of ſuch Antiqui- 
ty can'boaſt of... I ſay,ner one- 
ly with the. ſame, but greater 
Certitude. For the Memori- 
als of other Hiſtorys ar now no 
where to be found but in Books 
or Menuments. Not enely 
| Emperors ar dead; but their 
Empires alſo-ar buryed.. in 'a 
contuſed Chaos of vicuſſituges 2 
{o that there remains no living 
Witneſs, no real Effect now 
operating upon the mindes ; of 
men, thatcan bean Argument 
they ever ſubfiſted.: But with: 
the. Hiſtory of Feſws Chriſt it 
is otherwiſe... For Jos World-is 
Jet ful of living Chriftians, Aud 
#herfore it cannot be_ doubred 
. Fhar Teſws Chriſt had. once an 
exiſtence axcorgſt zex, | Unleſs 

| ſom 


afigned for the ſpreading 'of 
his ' Name and Religion 
throughout the Earth ,' -and 
the propagating of it from ge- 


neration to. generation, than 


what I have now touched at; 
it muſt be allowed that theſe 
two. Propoſitions, viz. / That 
there ar now Chriſtians in the 
World, and that their firſt Au- 
thor was Feſws Chriſt, ar chai- 
ned together by the ſame ne- 
ceffity'as Effect and Cauſe. But. 
none have yet dared to under- 
takeſo manifett an Abſurdity. 


Even the boldeſt Atheiſts, who 


have attempted to giv ſom ac- 
count 'of* the Exiſtence of rhe 
Vniverſe without ' the con- 
courſe 'of:a' Deity , have not 
preſumed to giv the leait ex- 
planation how 1t: could be poſ- 
fible there ſhould be now aay 
ſuch Peopleas Chriſtia#s in the 

ah G 3 World 
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ſora other Reaſon could be 


Is + 
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. World if there had -not. once 
been fuch a Perſon | as. Feſ#s 


Chrift:Therfore it is even as ab- 


ſurd.to doubt that he once was. 
- (together with the forement1>. 
onedConſequences of his being) 
as \to-doubt., that we our ſelves 
' nOW ar. - This 1s but a light 
Touch- at 'fom of thoſe nu- 
merous Arguments which the 
ſubject affords. Bute the Im- 
portance of it deſervs thy fſtric- 
teſt Application in examining 
them al. + Wherfore I recom- 
mend thole A4nhors who have 
exprelly treated this matter to 
thy moſt- ſerious Study. In 
them thou wilſt finde al theſe 
Allegations that IT hint at, and 
much more to: the' fame pur- 
poſe, beth proved andilluſtra- 
ted. | Many there 'ar who 


have labored in that province: 


Bur it ſhal ſuffice me now to 
addreſs thee unto thoſe that T 
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am - my ſell beſt pe ad 


- withal. | They ar, The- in- 
comparable - Grotizs, .in his 
excellent Treatiſe of the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion : Our 
Country-man Dr; Parker in his 


Demonſtration of "the divine 


Authority of the Law 'of Na- 


tare "and of the Chriſtian Reli- 


g10n: and the French Monſieur 
- Abbidie; 1n his Treatiſe (alſo) 
| of the Truth of the C rain 


Relig ion. Theſe Authors wo 
al 'bandled this Subje& , 
their Different Methods; Lich 
ſo much Strength and Clear- 
neſs,: that T cannot' forbear to 
affirm (in Dr. Parker” 5 words ) 
that they ar [ufficient to giv Sus 
FHifattion, in that point, to any 
Reeſoxable, or almoſt to ay Un: 
reaſonable Man. 

S. T am much obliged ts 


| you for giving me this preſent 
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raſpe@ of the Proofs of Chrifs 
rin Aarkny and hf fail 
| ro. obſerv” your- Directions 1 
+ _ the further fudy of thoſe Au» 
| thors.that you recommend un- 
to me. :. Nothing is fo'1mpor- 
tant as this ; and therfore' no- 
thing thal have ſo much of my 
care. :: This -is :1ndeed ſo very 
Important,-. that; {ſuppoſing a 
Satisfachon  therin ;. I ſcarſe 
know any thingelſe worth the 
while to inquire after. :. And 
x I could perfe&ly: attain to 
that freedom from al preoccu+ 
pation which *: you required 
from . me in. the} begining . of 
this Entertainment, ; I ſhould 
certainly” here ceaſe from-trou- 
bling you withany further Dif- 
icultys. For I muft acknow- 
ledg that I-have now none left 
but ſuch as ariſe- from thoſe 
£onfuſed Notions which I hal 
6502080] . - Jormerly 


= # 
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mY 


—— 


formerly perha ps too careleſly 


heaped together. Neverthe- 


leſs I confeſs that ſom of them 


yet. {tick with me'; and the . 


little relation that Tcan finde 
they have unto this even Path, 
wherein you conduct me, leavs 
yet {om -relicks of uncafineſs 
in my minde. 

'F.. Fear not to oropiunil 
Shi whatever:they ar. We 
{hal perhaps finde ſom more 
eaſy, and more general Way 
to'{olv them than thou | art 
—_— of. 

'$. If it be ſd -indeed, That 
the Way to Eternal Happineſs 
ys ozely. in the ftriftt Per- 
formance . off thoſe Dutys which 


the Nature of- Things, the Law 


of God, requires from us ; what 


{hal we then ſay to al that. 6e- 


"remonial Outfhide of Religion ' 


which bears ſo glorious an Ap- 


"yon in the Eys of the 
Mt | eels: 4 


Ly. « 


: 
"ob he 
f h 


by 


ſ 


hare >" The dn ga "HE 


ia] ,thoſe 3otional © Syſtems of 


. Theology, thoſe wmmerous __ 
les of ſpeculative. Belief 5; that 
/have litthe or no Influence up- 
onour Pradtice ?.--And laſtly, 


what ſhal we judg of the Con- 


dition of thine Perſons who fal 
ſhort of "that * Perfeftion. 51s 


Prattice, which theſe Rules re- 


guire 2. I know you ſee the ful 
extent of theſe Ou 

therfore I deſire. not to de+ 
ſcend + into Particulars: but 


. Ehuſe rather to leav; them in 


this general Form, that they 


may be the more fit to Teceiv . 
that general Anſwer. which 


you make me expe. 


F. Thoudoft very wel. But 


now, before I enter upon that 
Anſwer, I think: fitting to pre- 
miſeone Word in further. Con- 
firmation of thy Suppoſition; 


That # onr Eternal Happineſs dos 


Oy 


ueſtions, and - 


really Ht upon the ood | 
|. 224x6e of. our Duty. - Tho that 


Suppoſitian be the plain Com- 
ſequence of the ſtricteſt Rea- 
ſoning we have been able to 


make by our. natural : Light, 
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obſerv alſo what Ground it has 
in Scripture. For we muſt re- 
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wil do-1t in 2'tew words,- chat- 
may anſwer both thoſe diffe-- 
xtent Ends which thou armeſt+ 
at. And, firſt, .1n oppoſition: 


totkoſe Multiplyers.of ſpecu-* 
lative -and abltruſe*Norions:- 
Lertiuch Men confider that the” 
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marnkinde to Salvation, -## wel 
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£aus. thoſe that falf ſhort of 
that - comprehenſion - would 
thaby* be . excluded from- a 
_ poſſib?lity of Salyation: Ant 
I may ad tit, it is t6-be feated 
even the | ſubtyeſt of +thaſe 
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rake by looking back ro what 
T'havealready declared unto 
thee, Vis. that-every .man 
may make uſe of ſuch-ſpeculas 
tions as the findes really ' to 
have the: moſt etfectual power 
upon himſelf: ro:1ngage him to 
the performance of his Duty: 
Let that onely-be'their end; 
211d 1 in-order'theruntotet them 
Fein treely 


p—. meaty | aol 


abſtraQted-$ culation as-we 
nov {peak 0 ,no Man ought to. 
1m br, wr upon angther.0ne mars. 
Opinions. onght nqmore tobe pre- 
ferabed: far the. entertainment of 
another: Mani s:1zzde,” than.oxe 
man's 4ppetiteonght tobe therule 

of chuſing food far: ant 
Sfomack: . Whatſdever - UNI 
yerfally found: uſeful by every. 
one; either-tor Body 'or Minde, 
may: be determined to be uni- 
verſally: neceſſary 1 but: no- 
thing dt At feaſt (Ifay at 
teaft) nothing can be- deter- 
Anuned to: be univerſally neceſ< 
fry which: the far greateſt 

part' of Mankinde ar. utterly 

uncapable of receiving. Oh 

that: we could. once. ſee an cx- 
purgatory. Index of. School-di+ 
vinity tramed upon theſe Prin- 

Y - 35% | ciples ! ' 


repeat, that in IT of fach, 


Mars. 


I CEE 


> —Q- 
* 


amongft other Men of di 


ciples ! How woul&the Peace. 
of the World be reftored and* 
{ecured, by rooting” out the ve- 
ry ground of al: contention !- 
The work 15 not hard to com-: 
rehend. Theſe Rules ar eafi-' 
= applyed to particular: Caſes. 
Bute I muſt leay+ thoſe general 
RefleQions, [to return tothee, 
and'tel-thee thar if thou appli- 
cilt I have faid tothe de- 
pu iintitnated*ſt -of lear-' 
how to cottiport k-, felf 
amot erent: 
Opinions, thou: wilft perceiv 


 therby that #bings indifferent 


ar wot worth the. pains of con- 
tention,: nor can they compen- 
fate the Evils that may attend 
tt: wherfore 4 prudext COmPpLE- 
ance therin is for the moſt part 


adviſeable. © But at the me 


time, nay always, tho art 
bound to preſerve thy own 
Thoughts inviolated in matters 
eſſential : 


p- Oy —__ BY 4 
Zh G et Abb at 4 SEAT on ac on bn , : 
; | ; * - ) ; i} RO ny tn "PIO Ones —_ 
4 5a 4 - , 
- 
9<6/ 1 4 % ; : ) "I : 
* f F w l : . 
; P F: k * "0 bt, ” 
4 + 4 . — 2 A . * ... . a _ Ks 51 ,* 
: "IF 5 ” ; 2 . F EY of - 
288 | 
Y >< & ©; 
s 
P 
" - 
, - 


LY 


* 
— EEE EN mn ISS 
'y Tp eo ht = s $2507) Ai 73 RP. 4 . C w 47 Nec S F. SE 
W-*"*7 os ds me No Wn FS 8 (of ok Tt . - 
; + RET X &*-: \ 778 «Ee edt * 
t 4 , > 2» ar" « ; 


4 v - 


LO i x 
© P y * 


eſſential; and neither to At 
wor declare any, thing contrary 
therunts ; and alſo not in any 
wiſe to be an Inſtrument of vVi- 


lating that Priviledg in others 
which thou cleimeft unto thy ſelf. . 


The | faithful-- obſervance. . of 
theſe Rules, 'this gentle and 


peaceable Diſpolition, wil CI 
aſſure thee) help much tg car- 
'ry thee {mogthly throug lala 
Tougheſt : Paſſages that 
mayſt happen-t9 meet WW 
12 thy Life. --. And this is-now 


ful enough iar me to ſay upon 


that Heag.. The further appli- 


cation thereof I refer ugto thy 


own Sagacity.. 


5 


* .S. What you have ſaid, is 


wadeed abundantly ſufficient, 
And 1 wil be:@areful to'make 
uſe of it in mywown Prattice, 
with al poflible Modeſty and 
Ingffealivegels..:;: Onely one . 


% 


Difficulty moyg remains which 


FL have" already. HH | 
_about- the: Condition of thofe 
Perſons who fal ſport of . that 
Performance whinh: your ' pres 


 ceding | Rules. ſeem td require. . 3 
.But-thar' Difficulty, T.conſels, ' © |! 
ſeems to me very confiderable, | 
and: withal ſomthing Tormt- 
dable. For: I::am fenſible/of 
he gencral Defefhivencls.'of 


1 Manlcinde ; in thatreſpe&t, and 


dread the:Conſequen- 
ceMctof in -my::0wn; Perſan. 
If yow can: free me from thar 
Adieey Tacknowledsg that my 
Minde ax be: at great Fas ; 
zndI-fhal-chen ceaſe trom-ame 
Portuning-' yous any __—_ 
withſuch mannerot Queſt tons 
as theſe have been. 

.E, Expect not that I ſhould 
eas\thee. by any Diſpenſation 


from thoſe -Dutys which the 
"Law of God , exacts.. Nez a: vm. ts. 


(a) With him Obedience'is _ ear 6i9s 
| than © 


- than'Sacr iff 


_ Py 24 4. - 


| echitin, 
rifice.” And I 

ready fufficiently proved:that 

"wecan have. .no other, certain 
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-our having«azy Intereſt in the 


Sacrifice even of, Chriſt. himſelf. 
[That therfore'is the thingithat 
iys upon us ta:Jook after ;3:To 
allure our Inreceſtin bimithar: 
way-; andthefi. we::nced not 
doubt of our:.-participating: of 
thoſe Benefits which hegagemne 
-procure unto MankindE: -1: 
lay:then, That ow Obligation'to 
#Fual Obedience ts indifpenſible. 
But nevertheleſs I would: not. 
Have thee look upoen/it with fo. 
uncomfortable! a, Profpe&t-as: 
thou ſeemeft-rto:do. i For tho 
I wil acknowledg it tobethnrd, 
yet I'muſt aflertithat'it is\ zor, 
#2poſſible tobe;/pertormed. And 


thar being fo, the -Incourage-- 
- Teats: >< ror_s ar abun-: 


dantly 
ts realonable 


have al- 


fedſonable: Man'in AT: Ar- | 


Iſſa that T -can; - Remember : 4 
then that in. thy 'natural/Re- «© | 


" 6ne of the 'meſt  effential Pro«. 
Fo: of the ſupreme Deity Zo 
be G anefs. 


-tncon cage it is with: +tac 
to 


. quire  morefrom! us than hehs 


ful(a } Saran, that hif Lord: » Matt--293- 


' the Capacity of Humane: Na-«. 


tempt.  'This' Argument © is 
Copious. - But I wil indeavor, 
asT have don hitherto, tobring 
alto the ſhorteſt and direc 


ſearches;-thou- haſt eſtabMhed 


Now obſery 1 
"Idea, fappoſe him/to. te- 


capacitated usto. perform. "Tis » - . 
the unjuſt Charge of rheWoths.. 
expetted Fo reap where he” 7s then 
not ſown ; than which nothing 

can be more injurious te the 

- Divine PerfeCtions. ' "The Obe- J 
-dience therfore' that her þ 

-muſt be ſiith' as is ſuitable to 


rure m_uoyed with thoſe 
Affiſtan- 
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Ser! on I nem: his: Lor 
be Vit, and prepared. nat " bimſel| f, 
-neliyr- #id eccording fa, oy 
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1c 4hnon: nm, and did. commit 
, j "Thins worthy of Stripes, ſhould 

” b&-beatentnt wich few. Forlhe 2» 

ads) anto whivieſoever mth "is 

- Hives, of: him ſhalthe :mueh: re= 
nired.-,Flus: therfore it; is 

7= thar the-Dutys required . 

: from ws bear :a{'b ) Proportios 

| * tothe Knowledg, and Strenrth, re 4 
Y and Opportunity,or Em aword ) a 

to. the (Capacity given ws," SO 

F thatthey ar not ablolate Im= 

FF poſſivilitys, and: therfore nei+ 

1 ther ought we tobe: dejetted.. 

| with defpair of their Atchiev=. 

/ ment. $4 7 Cd QI 2 
Fa 1\S, Fcannat: wil anſwgerets - #28 

tier your: Argument 'or your: —_ 
Proot.- But nevertheleſs I finds £4 F 0 
© ineffet; by Experience, ithars : 

4, 4 Mankind: fal .much ſbort- of- 

Perfection. An4 therfore thus; Ez 

FA: Logming Appearance of; jt! job P 
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from thoſe Anxietys whieh 
are from its maniteſt and re- 
al Defe&t. | 

\-F, Have Patience a little, 
We {hal quickly com to a bet- 


terunderſtanding of the thing. 


Thou alloweft my Proof to be 
good, that the PerfeCtion re- 
quired from ugis attainable ; 


bur yet thou affirmeſt that in 


effett it is never attained.”Theſe 
things ar inconſiſtant one with 


_ another. Let us inquire ther- 


fore whether there be not ſom 
Miſtake in thy Notion of Per- 
feition.” For probably it is in 


thisas in other Debates, that 


the Knot lys onely irithe right 


Explication of ſom Term. Our. 
Wranglingsar ordinarily more 


about Words than Things, and 


weſt Men wonld be of the very 


ſame Minde, if they did but once 


rightly #xnder ſtand one another. 
"This 


Theory d oc not. yet "fred Ns : 


This Miſtake off hind ha | 
ſach-I preſurne it tobe} Thad 
deignedto; obviate;: by telling 

thee already: that: the bed: 
ence required from us-is/ ſuch 
#s is ſuitable to the Capacity 
of Humane / Nature. Now'L 
deſire 'thee" to" obſery- that if 
thou Jookeſt for ſuch a De- 
gree of Perfettion in that'Qbe- 
_ Mienceas.s abſolutely; abov that 
Capacity, thow art 10- a mant- 
feſt Error :- For that can; not 
be the: Degree that is required 
from us, : Let us fee then what 
it is. The Expreſſioas truly 
af, very comprehenſive and 
ftrong : vis. [hat we. maſt be 
Holy, Pure, and Perfed, As, Our 
Father who is is Heaves is Per- 
fed,” Wel, what can thisdig- 
nity ? The abloluce PertcCtion' 
of God is certainly not; attal-: 
nable:by luch Creatures as ws 


ar. Wherfore the;Senſe of that, 
I 2 an 


Ps ; TIET þ: 3 if "T1 £ 4:5 F s 


and al fich' like Commands; 

muſt needs be, that as the' Na- 

ture and Efſence of God is pla- 
ced in the higheſt Degree of 
al 'Perfeftion, ſo We ſhould 
tend'to the higheſt Degree of _ 
tliat PerfeCtion which our Na- 
tures ar capable of ; and that 
we ſhould: faithfully improve 
the Talents that ar put into 
our Hands , the Opportunitys 
and Advantages that ar offered 

us, to that purpoſe. - Thzs, 7 
ſay, is pofſitively required of us, 
and leſs than this wil not ſerv 
the Turn. © | 

-'S, I beg your excuſe that T. 
cannot yet yield: a ful aſſent 

to' what you drive at, until 
you pleas to explain'more par- 
ticularly to me what is that | 
very degree of perfettion which 
T4 you ſay our Natures ar capable | 

UE.» of, ' that ſo T may examin 

IF whether in effeQ it be ever at- 

- | tained or ng. F. Thow 
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.F. Thou. daft: wel: 'and\ F. 
wil.endeayor\.to ſatisfy. thee.. 
Remember. then. that,yt is 2g" 
the; Perfettion of Goa, nor. of- 
Auge!s, but of Men: and. that, 
neither 1.44 the ſame, Degree of 
PerfeZtion' in each indiviangh, - 1. . 
Man, hut different «ccording $0. 1; 
Men's diffexent capactt ys, bis 
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" Uths bat. c ) Sixperity, And Eecl, 7. & 
| now I wil further, ſhew thee, :Jow = 


, what this Jincerity. means; and, Jam. 3. 2. 


that iit:;i5.4be, very. thing: Tex Tic. 2. 5. 
quired! of us ;. as;alſo that it is * 
attainable ; andthat.it has been 
attained. Afcer which, I; ad 
vile thee to diſpute no longer. 
about--it,. but to apply thy ſelf 
to. practice, and let the etfetts 
therof ſhine forth in thy lie. 
Sincerity is nothing elſe but an 
Honeſt, Upright, | Hearty, aud 
conſtant application of Minde, _... , 
accompanied with the ſam faith: * | 
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word, 4+-# not bi) Impeccabjr, v king 8, © 


mA 
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Ws 
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Bt rrp Ends. _0 
 vors;. 19. do” the thin required. 

Fs he - Hoing of al Gow pe ;bl 
ces be How," awd 29t more, >. hat: 
His is required appears: "from 
J's. demanding: the "whole: 
REES, and. declaring the 


6 Deut. 109. 
12. 


= "Matt.22.27- (ON Inconf arcy of. hit ferwice- 
WE - Takec's. 15 Ae that. revs World > Txny- 
*F © - © this Thows that he're equiresHe 
: utmoſt exerciſe of al | I8Potwy 
rs inthe obeying of His Coin» 
© mandements.”; And whire the 
"Heart 'i6 thitsBirivete: ard ups 
right , the Intention”. hi 
and the Minde willing; T'&6 
frot ay thit”the wil is/akein, 
Or. oh deed, but Taffirm chat 
the Deed. is accepted actotditg 
tothe Meaſtrenfthe Capacity; 
e 2Cor.3.12. (e) according to that a Man bath; 
= 2 and ; zot atcording to thit be Bath 
wot. And henee it is that in, 
x Chron. Scripture s willing (f ) Heart is. 
rae wah IO F Pre Heart.. 
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the ſame place where he 'ac- 
knowledges that he had not 
really attained to PerfetFion, but 
was onely preſſing forwards to- 
wards it, nevertheleſs accounts 
himſelf amongſt the aumber of 
thoſe that ar perfet# : undoubs 
tedly, becauſe his 'endeavors 
were ſincere and conſtant. 
Now that this ſort of, Perfe&tr 
on is attainable 18 evident mn 
it ſelf, beyond any Proof that 
can/be made of it. ''For 2# 7s 20- 
#hing elſe but doing al that ever 4 
Mas can 70. And ſurely no Man 


is ſo abſurd as to deny the poſfi- 


bility of his doing what he car do. 
But here it wil be: good tofub- 


join, that this notion of doin 
ala'Man can do 1s not a pall- 


ation" for' groſs and frequent 


- miſcarriages. ' 'On the contra- 


ry, it iSan abſolute obligation 
to overcom them. For there 
is no Man but by a conſtant 
Gon oe YT / © - wane 
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Mafter -of his own actions. a$ 
aot \tofal frequently into the 
lame known' fault. Let us 
conſider it in a familiar exam: 
ple. - - What ſo common- as 
Swearing? ' Now. can it be 
doubted - but -- any + habitual 
SWearer may, With -a ttrong 
Reſolution-and diligent Care, 


retain himſelf one quarter cf 
an Hour from that Sin ? Sure- 
ly it can not. ' But if a quar- 


ter. of an Hour, why not then 
halt an Hour - why not. an 


. "4 


- Hour,a D a) ,d Week, A Moath, 
2 Year! - The ſame Care: wil 


ſtil produce. the. ſame Effet. 
And not oaly ſo, but the Work 
wil be more eaſy. in the End 
than inthe Begining. For the 
itrength of the Habit , which 
in the Begining ſwayd power- 
Tully cowards Vice, and made 
the fir!t Reſiſtance ”__ 
oh DIE? t .._ Wy 
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wifi] in Fa End help 


as” _} 


fectually towards the Work: of 


Reformation: and make the 
Conqueſt eaſy. 


Then wil be 


experienced : of Truth of thoſe 
Sayings,” That the Command- 
ments of Chrift ar wot (a) gries a rTobns.g. 


| wous, but that his (b) Toke 


eaſy and hs'Burdes lig hs: And ' 
what T1 {ay on this cl 


Inſtance of Swearing wil hold 


nal other known Ti anſgret- 


fons. 


Reſolution and” W atch- 


fulneſs wil overcom them." He: 
that makes it as much his Bu-.. 
{finc{s to- reform his Life-as an< 


ather dos to learn ſome Trade, 


s MAat:.i1. 
Ty 


or Art, wil ſucceed as cffeEtu- 


ally' 1a; that- Defign as: the 
other 1n this. 


The one may 


tailnow and then: But in the 
main he praCtiſes his Art ex-" 


actly, and is therfore ;reputed 
-2 perfect Maſter. 


And lo: the 


er, tho he be not exempr 


from 


4 "<7," ICS 6 ic be : 
sf rode 8's 15. =—CESIIR 3 
a 

ales , 4 
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from al-poſſibility-of Miſcar- 
riage,//yet he can not” chuſe 

but attain -to /xch 4 Congueſt 

over Sin; 4s that it fhal. have 

6 RoP:5-12, 2:0 YOrger ary (a) Ritle over 
him, and toſucha general and 
habitual: :PraCtice + of -. Vertu 

as may truly denominate him 

a righteous Perſon. ' "And dos» 

ing ſo, that Man may - have 
Comfort ; for the Scripture is 

.moſt eyidently clear that +:s 

b pror. 23+. b) farmer 1 ranſgreſſions ſhat 


if.:1.16, 167- be 20 longer znputed #xt0 him, 


os * 2 £ 
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__ 
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W 557... but that* by: Perſeverance in an 


3.13, ; IÞ , 5: 2k 
Ez. 8. habitual Conrſe of: wel-aoiug he 


yaw”, 7. bal ſave his Soul, Thus then, 
h .F fay , * this: Perfection: 1s at=. 
-tainable ; and with 1t; Hap- 
\pineſs. : The Importance * 1s, 

1 Nat We apply our felvs hear- 

*_ tily to the Work : For where 

fuch Application is real; it fails 

ot to be effenal/. In the laft: 

Place, I have promiſed to _ 

HY Wag | : .. Thee 


on, 1 Dy perfet?t Sinterity,has 
in eftect been attained: And 
for that I here. giv thee 14 Lift 
(a) of divers Perſon's. Who: ar. 
recorded. to'' have. therby.'« oxpe- 
rienced bothfC omfort and Aſſn 
rancesn'their Condition Þ wil 
ad no more: But:to contlude, 
becaus of the. Importance of 
the Matter, :T refer :rhce, for. - 
the ren®valof al other Doubts 
. upon it, untothat honeſt- and 
plain, yet excellent, Difcourſe 


of the Reverend Dr.  T'Hatſon's | 


upon 1 Joh 3,16. ( Ty this 
the Childrex of God ar manifeſt; 
 wnd the Children of the\/Devil 


thee that this fort of PerfeEti- >; 


a 2Kin. 20.9. 


Neh.13.14, 


= 
Job 27. 5,6 5 
Joy ZI. 6. 


Pal. _y 


Pſal. 26. 


If. 38. 3. 


F 2'Cor.l. 1%. 


Luke Ii. 6. 


W hoſoever doth not Rig hteouſ-. 


weſs is "ob iof God, which 
ſingle Sermon of his-wil teach 
| thee more folid 'and uſeful Re- 
ligien than many Volumes of 
notional and diſputative Au- 
Gors: 777001110604 
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"07 I'can not uit 1 now ac> 
knowledg that this Scheme you 
have given me of Chri/t;an Re- 
ligion 1s ſo plain apd intelligible 
inal jts Parts, ſo fatted- to the 
Bacultys'-of Humane: Nature, 
and {0 agreecbin* 'to'the revea- 
led Wil of God in Scripture, 
that [Tam conſtrained to ac: 
orgs inevery thing'you have 
aid. - And the great Clear- 
neſs that I'now percet$ therin 
makes me ' aſtoniſhed at the . 
Perverineſs of -thaſe Men , 
Who," rather than follow the 
Guidanee of- this. Light, and 
walk in that Epez Path which 
it diſcovers unto. them,chuſc tQ. 
throw themſelvs-into intricate 
and obſcore Labyrinths, where 
they. have 'no- Aſſiſtance in 
their Conduct | but from the 
faint and uncertain-Glances of 
dark or dazeling Miſterys; or, 
ro uſe 2 Scripture Metaphor, 

who 
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who (a) forſake 7 
; of Living Waters, and hew out 
 anto themſelvs Ciſterns, brokes 
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a willing Mine : 
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he wil be found of thee , but if 
thow forſake him he will caſt 
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